
ART:     Grade:  7- 12 
 

Course Description: 

A 2-semesster course designed with a systematic approach in learning the elements and principles of art, 

developing knowledge, application of basic fundamental skills and techniques in drawing, painting,  

and pyrography (wood burning pens) while utilizing a wide variety of mixed media and tools such as graphite, 

colored pencils, oil/soft pastels, watercolor, plaster, acrylic paint,. 

 

Included in the course will be brief studies of approximately 20 selected master artist such as Da Vinci, 

Rembrandt, Van Gogh and Monet, using the selected text, along with building art vocabulary and an 

introduction into art criticism; describing, analyzing, interpreting and judging work.  Subject matter will consist 

of but not limited to: animals, landscapes, portraits, caricatures, interior objects and buildings. 
 

Course Objectives: 

 

Upon completion of this course, the successful student will be able to: 

1. Identify the elements and principles of art while using them to create. 

2. Identify the subject, composition, and content in a work of art. 

3. Use the steps of art criticism. 

4. Identify/demonstrate the four different shading techniques. 

5. Identify/demonstrate the four sculpting techniques 

6. Create two-and three-dimensional works of art. 

7. Use point of view and perspective to create artworks 

8. Recognize, identify, and use color as an expressive element in creating. 

9. Identify major artists 

10. Name the major Western art styles and movements.                                                                                 

 

Cost per semester:  $150 (1.5 hours per week)   

        plus a one-time $25 material fee before 1st. class.  

Min. number of students:  6 

Max. number of students: 10 
 

Text: Optional purchase: Short Lessons in Art History by Phyllis Clausen Barker 

Students may borrow text from instructor (7 copies available to share); or parents may purchase a copy.   
 

This is a two-semester course and is worth ten units.  A grade will be issued by the instructor at the end 

of each semester. 
 

Instructor:  Ginger Di Divita 

Born and raised in the Santa Clarita Valley,  she was introduced to art while being held up (literally) in a 

hospital bed for 2 ½ months. After being persuaded by artist and  art instructors that she had a gift , she 

continued on her studies  at COC and Pasadena Art Center. Even though being thankful for her schooling, she 

has seen tremendous growth in learning and applying  the arts (both fine and performing) thru her own personal 

independent study during the past 15 years. She has been teaching children in the home school setting (mainly 

for her own 4 children), and voluntarily in the classroom setting for over 18 years.  She started her own business 

“Adventures in Art” in 2010 , serving the homeschooling community of Lancaster and surrounding areas. 

She currently works part time with the City of Santa Clarita as a Recreational Lead,  helping children with home 

work, games and crafts.  She is captivated by God's surrounding creation and goodness  which compels her to 

create and share her gift with others for His Glory. 

 

 

 

 



 
METHODS OF EVALUATION 

 
Grading and evaluation will be based upon the following:  

 Growth and Progress  

 Elements and Principles of Design  

 Craftsmanship/Creativity  

 Effort/Perseverance/Attitude/Cooperation  

 Homework/Quizzes/Test/Following Instructions  

 

A=900-1000 points, B=800-899,  C=700-799, D=600-699, F=below 600 
 

TESTS/QUIZZES 

 
One quiz will be given at the end of each quarter. One test will be given before the end of each semester.  We will spend 

time detailing what will be covered on the tests and will spend a few days working together through review questions to 

prepare for the tests. 

 

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 

 

Attendance is vital to completing this course successfully.  If student misses a class due to sickness, etc., it is up 

to the student to ask instructor what they have missed and how they can go about making anything up. 

Students need to be courteous of the instructor and other students while class is starting and in session.  This 

means: students need to arrive on time, not talk while instructor is talking and giving instructions, or when the 

class is in the act of creating.  There will be times when students are asked to give input, answers, and 

participate in the critique process, but for the most part of class-focus in creating is Priority !  

 

HOMEWORK/ STUDIO PROJECTS 

 
During the course of the semester students will be given various homework assignments.  Completing them on time and 

according to the instructions will result in a good homework grade.  These assignments will be designed to apply the  

elements and principles of art that we are learning in class.  There will be weekly homework assignments/projects, and 

three to four studio projects per quarter depending upon time frame. 

 

A WORD TO THE PARENTS 
 

What a privilege it would be to help open your children's eyes to the beauty of God's creation.  God the Master Creator of 

all things has made us in His image to reflect that beauty for His Glory. In all our ways, we are to acknowledge Him It is 

with that in mind, why I have a deep passion to share with your children how they, too, can reflect that beauty to others 

around them. Through art, we have the means to express our thankfulness and love to others but mostly to God who is the 

giver of every perfect gift. It is because of  Him, we have any talent at all.  I hear a lot of people say that they do not have 

any artistic talent what so ever.  I don't believe that.  I believe God has given  everyone talents.   From moving furniture 

around a room, making a meal or a birthday card for someone we care for, we make artistic decisions every day.  It just 

comes down to wanting to work hard enough to develop them. 

My ultimate goal in teaching is for the students to taste and see the goodness of the  Lord, create works of art for His glory 

and then pass that gift on to others.  May they see Him for who He truly is:  Almighty Creator, Lord of the Heavens and 

the Earth, and be truly thankful, giving their lives over to Him. To Him be the Glory Forever! 

 


