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EDUCATED WOMEN 

 
You shall know the truth and 

the truth shall set you free 

COMMON CORE 

Home-schooled 
Girls v. Feminists 

By 
Robert Knight 

Many Unhappy With 
‘One-Size-Fits-All’ 

Education 
 

 
  

  

 

There are few things 9-year-old 

Rhett Ricardo relishes more than 
curling up on his family’s living 
room couch and delving into a 
novel, like “Twenty Thousand 
Leagues Under the Sea” – his 
imagination whirling as he reads 
the fantastical plot about a 
mysterious sea monster and a 
submarine, his mother says. 

But Jill Finnerty Ricardo, of 
Dade City, Fla., who home-schools 
her three oldest children, has 
concerns about what is known as 
the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) – a national assessment 
standard adopted in over 45 states 
that, among other objectives, seeks 
to balance out a perceived 
literature-heavy English curriculum 
with more non-fiction reading and 
writing, particularly informational 
text..   

While the new standards, 
Continued on Page 2 

Written by Houston Baptist 
English Professor and Scholar in 
Residence Louis Markos, the piece 
has the provocative title,  

 

“Feminism’s Worst Nightmare: 
Educated Women.” 

 

Dr. Markos begins by noting that 
“academic feminism rests on the 
fiercely-held belief that there are 
no essential differences between 
the sexes,” the shibboleth amply 
exposed by post-feminist authors 
Christina Hoff Sommers, Jennifer 
Roback Morse and others, not to 
mention modern conservatism’s 
founding mother, Phyllis Schlafly, 
and Concerned Women for 
America’s founder Beverly 
LaHaye.  

Having taught home-
schooled girls in his classes 
over the past 30 years, Dr. 
Markos observes that they 
are head and shoulders 
above feminists in every way 
imaginable:  

“They possess a razor-
sharp wit with which they can cut 
pretentious people (especially 
males) down to size, but they 
rarely use this skill, and only when 
they are sorely provoked.”  

 

Continued on Page 6 
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Years ago, when I was writing a 

book called The Age of Consent, 
about moral relativism, I was 
warned by a book agent that it 
wouldn’t fly with New York 
publishers.  

I had committed 
unpardonable sins in an early draft: 
defending marriage as the union 
of a man and a woman, and 
critiquing the idea of putting 
women into combat. I also 
defended stay-at-home moms.  

“The gays and feminists 
run the New York publishers, so 
you have to take out that stuff,” the 
agent told me, adding that my 
chances of publication would 
improve if I backed the idea of “gay 
families.”  

“Let me get this straight,” I 
said. “In a book about moral 
relativism, you want me to equate 
motherless or fatherless families 
by design with those of families 
anchored by married couples?”  

It didn’t happen. And I 
didn’t snag a New York publisher. 
This was fine, because the 
estimable Dallas-based Spence 
Publishing Company gave the 
book a good ride.  

I thought about that 
conversation with my agent while 
reading a fascinating essay in the 
current edition of The City, 
Houston Baptist University’s 
perceptive, readable quarterly.  

http://www.aps4me.com/


The Lion’s Roar Run With Endurance. Heb. 12: 1-2 Page 2 of 22 
 

 

COMMON CORE                                              COMMON CORE 
 
 

 

 

  

 

Continued from Page 1 
 

which purport to emphasize critical thinking and problem 

solving, are meant for public schools only, opponents 
say they will affect all children – including 
those who are home-schooled, especially when 

it comes to taking state standardized tests that are 
aligned with the Common Core. 

“We home-school our kids to make sure we can 
support and encourage their individual interests, gifts and 
talents,” said 42-year-old Finnerty Ricardo, who holds 
degrees in marketing, public relations and biology.   

“Rhett loves novels,” she said, calling the 
perceived push to scale back on fiction and increase 
non-fiction “short-sighted.”   

“The value of using one’s imagination cannot be 

calculated,” she said. “Each child learns differently. 
Each person dreams differently.”  

Common Core advocates claim misinformation, 
half-truths and ignorance have fueled opposition to the 
new standards, which were first introduced in the 2009 
federal stimulus bill 

The Hunt Institute, which supports CCSS, said 
the new standards were created “through a voluntary, 
collective effort by states” and serves as the “foundation 
for an education system that demands excellent 
teaching, high-quality professional development, rigorous 
curricula, and dynamic assessments.” 

The educational policy group and others have 
addressed what they consider a widespread 
misperception about the Common Core: that teachers 
nationwide will have little or no flexibility in what they 
teach and how they teach it. 

“Teachers and administrators, including 
principals and superintendents, will decide how the 
standards are to be taught and will establish the 
curriculum, just as they currently do -- allowing for 
continued flexibility and creativity,” the institute wrote in a 
briefing packet that seeks to explain the mission of 
CCSS. 

“Teachers will continue to create lesson plans 
and tailor instruction to the needs of the students in their 
classrooms. States are currently in the process of 
implementing their new standards and are developing 
programs and materials that suit their unique needs,” the 
institute said. 

But home-schooling groups, like the 
HSLDA, claim the Common Core creates a 
“one-size-fits-all approach to education” that 

rests on the “assumption that every child must learn the 
same things at the same speed.” 

“We believe that the success of home schooling 
shows that the key to educational success is empowering 
parents and teachers, not educational bureaucrats,” the 
group said in a statement. 

William Estrada, an attorney for the group, 

claims that CCSS is not a voluntary, state-
led initiative, as supporters say.   

“The Common Core was pushed through the 
Race-to-the-Top program through federal funding,” he 
told FoxNews.com. “The federal government said that 
if states adopt the Common Core, they’ll get extra 
points for Race-to-the-Top and billions of dollars.” 

“Instead of states looking at it 
carefully and considering whether it’s 
good for them, they rushed into it 
because they were desperate for cash,” 
Estrada said.   

“The primary problem with the Common Core 
is this national approach to education – a top-down 
approach saying that every kid everywhere is going to 
learn the same thing in the same way,” he said, 
adding that home-schooled children may be 
“disadvantaged” on standardized tests aligned with 
CCSS. Such tests are of critical importance to home-
schooled students who are college bound because 
some of them do not have high school transcripts to 
submit to admissions offices.  [Thankfully, APS 
students have professional transcripts that surpass or 
equal transcripts from traditional schools.] 

Estrada, who was home-schooled himself, 
argues the Common Core “takes away one of the 
beauties of home schooling – and that is the ability 
to choose a curriculum that is best suited for your 
child.”   

Approximately 1.5 million students are home-
schooled in the United States, according to the most 
recent data from the Department of Education. Home 
school advocates, however, estimate that number to 
be even higher, claiming just more than 2 million 
children are home-educated -- which, if true, 
shows an increase in home schooling by as much 
as 75 percent since 1999. 

Many educators claim the Common Core will 
likely have no adverse effect on home-schooled 
students, who, on average, already outperform 
their peers on standardized tests, including 
college-bound exams, according to some studies. 
Elite universities, like Stanford, have embraced home-
schooled students, accepting a higher number over 
the last 10 years than in decades past. 

While some home-school parents are wary of 
the Common Core, many, including Finnerty Ricardo, 
say they are optimistic their children will achieve high 
success on standardized tests despite the new 
standards. 

“My hope is that because we have higher 
expectations for our kids than the Common Core, 
they’ll still do well on standardized tests,” she said. 
“We expect above and beyond what the Common 
Core requires.”   
Read more: http://www.foxnews.com/us/2013/09/05/parents-who-home-school-
question-common-core-reach/#ixzz2e2inJO2i 
 

 

http://www.hunt-institute.org/elements/media/files/CCSS_Briefing_Packet.pdf
http://www.hunt-institute.org/elements/media/files/CCSS_Briefing_Packet.pdf
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2013/09/05/parents-who-home-school-question-common-core-reach/#ixzz2e2inJO2i
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2013/09/05/parents-who-home-school-question-common-core-reach/#ixzz2e2inJO2i
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More Common Core lessons blasted 
for sneaking politics into elementary classrooms 

It's exactly what critics of the Common Core school curriculum (CCSS) warned about: Partisan political 

statements masquerading as English lessons finding their way into elementary school classrooms. 
The politically charged lesson appears in a worksheet titled “Hold the Flag High,” in which students are 

taught about Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War. The assignment asks students to make examples of sentences; 
“less wordy by replacing the underlined words with a possessive noun phrase.” They are then presented with a 
half-dozen sentences describing the job duties of a U.S. president.  These example sentences are questionable. 

Teaching materials aligned with the controversial CCSS ask fifth-graders to edit sentences such as those 
listed below 

1. “(The president) makes sure the laws of the country are fair,”  
2. “The wants of an individual are less important than the well-being of the nation” and  
3. “The commands of government officials must be obeyed by all.”  

The sentences, which appear in worksheets published by New Jersey-based Pearson Education, are 
presented to teach children how to streamline bulky writing. BUT they also teach incorrect information about how 
the US government works. 

“We are doing a terrible disservice to this generation and the next if we only present them with one side of 
the argument and bombard them with ideas contrary to the American ideal." - Glyn Wright, Eagle Forum 
  “Parents should insist on reviewing their children’s school assignments,” said Glyn Wright, executive 
director of the Eagle Forum, a think tank that opposes implementation of CCSS. “Many parents will be shocked to 

find that some ‘Common Core-approved’ curriculum is full of inappropriate left-wing notions, 

disinformation, and that it fails to teach the truth of American exceptionalism and opportunity.” 
CLICK HERE FOR THE FULL WORKSHEET 

Continued on Page 4 

02/04/14 – 

03/11/14  Tues  

 
NEW DAY 
AND TIME 
 
K – 6 PE will not 
be held during 
these dates 
 

Time: 
12:45 pm –    
  2:30 pm 
 
Cost:  
$30 per bowler 
for 
6-week session 
 
Location: 
SCV –  
23700 Lyons 
Ave. Newhall 
 

 
 

APS BOWLING Class: The APS K – 6 

PE Co-op is excited to invite ALL APS 
FAMILIES to join us for our 6-week segment 
of bowling at Valencia Lanes in SCV. 
 

This event is open to all family members 
ages 4 years – adult. (Yes, parents can bowl 
too!)  ALL 7th – 12th graders, especially APS 
6th, 8th and 12th grade graduates, are highly 
encouraged to join us! 
 

Participants will receive age-appropriate 
instruction on the fundamentals of bowling 
and good sportsmanship and all will receive 
a certificate and a treat at the end of our 
segment. 
 

Cost includes use of bowling balls and 
bumpers if needed, plus shoe rental and 90 
minutes of bowling time each week! We 
always have such a great time and we’re 
looking forward to seeing lots of our APS 
friends! 
 

We have the whole bowling alley available to 
us so please come join us! 
The cost is only $30 per bowler 
Make checks payable to Valencia Lanes. 

APS Bowling Class 
 NEW DAY AND TIME 

Parent Name__________________________ 
 

 Total Number of Bowlers ______ x$30 = ______ 
 

                                                 Amt Paid $______ 
 

        Make checks payable to “Valencia Lanes”. 
 

 Child Name_________________ Grade Level____ 
 

 Child Name_________________ Grade Level____ 
 

 Child Name_________________ Grade Level____ 
 
 Phone #_________________________ 

 
 
Email______________@_____________.________ 

 
 Mail Coupon, Payment  & SASE by 01/25/14 to: 

 
Susan Todd  
28330 Gibraltar Lane, 
Castaic, CA 91384 

 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/interactive/2013/11/06/hold-flag-high-student-worksheet/
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     MORE COMMON CORE        K-6 PE Co-Op; Jan – May ‘14 
 
 

 

 

 

  

  Continued from Page 3 
 
What is wrong with the examples? 
To put it simply, the lessons are out of sync 
with the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and 
American history: 
 
 “(The president) makes sure the laws of 
the country are fair,”  
WRONG: The job of making sure laws 
are fair is not the president's, but the 
judicial branch's. The executive branch's 
duty is to administer laws.  
 
“The wants of an individual are less 
important than the well-being of the nation”  
WRONG: The foundation of the Bill of 
Rights is that there are rights given to the 
individual by God. The example runs 
counter to the basic principles of the Bill 
of Rights. 
 
“The commands of government officials 
must be obeyed by all.”  
WRONG: Frankly, much of American 
history, including the American Revolution 
and The Civil Rights movement flies in the 
face of this example.  Secondly, in America, 
government officials do NOT ISSUE 
COMMANDS they pass and enforce laws. 
 

“We are doing a terrible disservice 
to this generation and the next if we only 
present them with one side of the argument 
and bombard them with ideas contrary to 
the American ideal," Wright said. "In doing 

so, we allow our children to be 
indoctrinated instead of educated.” 

A Pearson spokesperson told 
FoxNews.com the “Hold the Flag High” 
worksheet will undergo some editing of its 
own, based on issues raised by critics, 
including Education Action Group 
Foundation. 

“These particular questions appear 
in a fifth-grade unit of Pearson’s Reading 
Street, an English Language Arts program,” 
the Pearson official said. “They accompany 
a selection about soldiers during the Civil 
War, and they attempt to make a 
connection between that passage and 
language skills. 

 As with all our curricular materials, 
they underwent a thorough development 
and review process. Still, we are always 
open to improving our work …  

Continued on Page 5 

01/07/13 Tues 
Time: 12:30 -
2:00p 
 
Cost: $5 per child 
 

Grades: K-6 
Location: 
SCV - Valencia 
Meadows Park 
PE is being 
held after 

Teaching 
Tuesdays 
near where TT 
is held.   
 
Sign up for 
either or both 
by coupon 
 
MAKE 
CHECKS 
PAYABLE TO 

Susan Todd 

APS K-6 PE CO-OP: JAN – MAY:  Our 

fun PE Co-op continues in the second semester 
for all K-6ers and their preschool siblings! 
 

Come join us for kickball, obstacle courses, flag  
football, soccer, volleyball, and softball, PLUS 
several FREE PLAY days and a fun, end-of-the-
year excursion to the swimming pool!  
  
PAT (Play and Treat) Days, Christian Character 
and Attendance Awards, plus support for the 
Presidential Champions program will continue 
of course!   
Optional: Come early (12pm) for lunch; Bring 
your own food and join your friends for some 
fun and fellowship before the official 12:30pm 
start time of PE! 
 

Parents will be asked to help with coaching and 
childcare, as well as providing needed 
equipment, (balls, mitts, etc.). We look forward 
to seeing all of our APS friends! 
 

Registration for K-6 P.E. CO-OP JAN – MAY 
requires a new coupon for the second 
semester. PE will be held from 01/07/14 - 
05/13/14. No PE on 2/4 - 3/11/14 & 04/15/14. 

 
SCV K-6 PE CO-OP JAN – MAY 

 
Parent-Helper’s Name__________________________ 
 

Total Number enrolled______  
 

Please mark 1 or more: 
 

I will coach the following sport: ______________  

I will help in whatever way I can. 

I’m not sure what would be best for me to do. 

I can provide childcare during the PE class. 
 
Child Name___________________ Grade Level____ 
 

Child Name___________________ Grade Level____ 
 

Child Name___________________ Grade Level____ 
 

Phone #____________________ Amt Paid $______ 
 

Email______________@_____________.__________ 
 

Mail Coupon, Payment  ASAP 
by 12/19/13 to: 

 

Susan Todd  
28330 Gibraltar Lane, 

Castaic, CA 91384 
BOWLING will take place 2/4 - 3/11/14 – PE will not be 

held during these dates. 
An additional separate coupon is needed for Bowling 

http://eagnews.org/common-core-aligned-lesson-teaches-students-to-obey-government-officials-ignore-individual-rights/
http://eagnews.org/common-core-aligned-lesson-teaches-students-to-obey-government-officials-ignore-individual-rights/
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MORE COMMON CORE                           SWING DANCE CLASS – YES! 
 
 

  

You are here 

 Continued from Page 4 
 

Based on feedback, we will be 
modifying the worksheet to clarify these 
questions.” 

The official adds that while they are currently 
being used as common core material, versions of 
this worksheet including the questions of the 
Possessive Nouns section have been around and 
copyrighted since 2007.   (So, students being taught 
with this CCSS-approved curriculum have been 
getting misinformation about the US Government for 6 
years) 

Critics of CCSS say that school districts will 
devise curriculums to maximize their students' 
performance on national exams; some in fact, have 
already done so. The same critics also claim that 
Common Core math standards barely cover basic 
geometry or second-year algebra and that the classics 
are all but ignored in English classes. 

While Common Core has plenty of defenders -
- and may prove beneficial -- critics maintain that it is 
not the federal government's job to impose educational 
standards. 
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2013/11/10/common-core-lessons-blasted-for-
sneaking-politics-into-elementary-classrooms/ 

 

APS Swing (& Line) Dance Class 

 
APS Parents (and other adults), Seniors, Juniors 
and 10

th
 graders are invited to attend this class. 

 

APS is again offering private swing-dance lessons.  It is 
hoped that these APS-only classes will help students 
and their parents learn some cool dance moves so that 
they can fully enjoy the Senior Formal.   
 

Those NOT attending the Formal are welcome to 
join the class.  Those who took the class in 
previous years should sign up again.  
The class is open to all APS parents, APS families 
attending the APS formal and their guests (APS-moms 
and dads, seniors, siblings, etc). 
 

Space is limited, so we ask that no non-dancing siblings 
“come to watch” the classes.  
The course will be canceled if a minimum of 24 
students is not met. 
 

WHEN:   Tuesday evenings 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm; 
   3/04; 3/11; 3/18; 3/25, 4/01; 04/08;  

 

WHERE: TBD 
 

COST:    The six-week series costs $30 per person.     
                (= only $5 per session) 
 

All class fees must be paid in full by the deadline.  As 
usual, there are no refunds. 
 

Please make your check payable to APS.   Send 
coupon, SASE, and payment by 02/01/14 to: 

APS 
PO Box 802274  Santa Clarita, CA 91380 

 

COMMON CORE BATTLE CONTINUES 

A fierce battle in New York is the latest sign that 

populist resistance to the Obama administration-
backed Common Core education reforms shows no 
signs of slowing — and that the opposition isn’t limited 
to red states.  

Since 2010, over 45 states have adopted the 
Common Core benchmarks for proficiency in English 
and math for schoolchildren at the end of each grade.  

Critics say several states are experiencing 
buyers’ remorse after complaints from parents and 
scholars that the reforms are untested and poorly 
designed and put additional burdens on teachers and 
students. They also say Common Core represents a 
federal government intrusion into an area traditionally 
operated at the state and local levels.  

Common Core, backed by $4.35 billion offered 
to states through President Obama’s 2009 stimulus, 
appeared to be overcoming opposition when it was 
first implemented.  Now, however, backlash has been 
gaining force. Blogger Michele Zipp of The Stir said 
Common Core “is kind of turning into the 
Obamacare of education.” 

Opposition to Common Core has been roiling 
in recent weeks since New York state Education 
Commissioner John King conducted a series of 
meetings that highlighted deep concerns about the 
reforms. 
(Excerpt) Read more at washingtontimes.com . 

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2013/11/10/common-core-lessons-blasted-for-sneaking-politics-into-elementary-classrooms/
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2013/11/10/common-core-lessons-blasted-for-sneaking-politics-into-elementary-classrooms/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/michele-zipp/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/john-king/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2013/nov/17/protests-widen-against-obamas-common-core-educatio/
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          EDUCATED WOMEN                                 SWING DANCE CLASS 
 
 

 

  

Continued from Page 1 
 

They “have a firm knowledge of 
the Bible, but they (unlike my biblically-
literate male students) don’t engage in 
forensic debates over minor theological 
points of controversy; they will, however, 
step in if the boys get too contentious or 
triumphalist.”  

There’s more. 

Home-schooled girls “have 
wonderfully synthetic and 
creative minds that make 
connections across disciplines 

… they are gifted in the arts; almost all of 
them can sing and most play instruments 
and draw. … They have not bought in to 
the lies of our modern consumerist state: 
that is to say, they do not judge their 
value and worth on the basis of power, 
wealth, or job status.”  

All of them plan on being wives 
and mothers – whatever else they do.  

There’s a reason that anything by 
Jane Austen is a still a hit and why 
“Downton Abbey” attracts millions of 
viewers. Feminine strengths are on full 
display, largely unfiltered by politically 
correct feminist lenses.  
For more than six years, I worked at 
Concerned Women for America (CWA), 
where I met dozens of extremely bright 
women who actually liked men. They 
laughed—and still do—at feminists 
who confuse equality with sameness. 
  

Continued on Page 7 

 
 
Attending Parent Name________________________ 
 

Child Name_________________  Grade Level______ 
Child Name_________________  Grade Level______ 
Child Name_________________  Grade Level______ 
Child Name_________________  Grade Level______ 
 

Adult Dancer Name_________________ 
Adult Dancer Name_________________ 
Adult Dancer Name_________________ 
Adult Dancer Name_________________ 
 

Total Number of Male Dancers     ______ 
Total Number of Female Dancers ______ 
 

Total Number to Attend_______ x $30 = _________ 
Phone #__________________  Amt Paid $_______ 
 

My child(ren) will be in the care of a temporary   

        guardian.  (Write name on back of coupon.) 
 

Mail Coupon, SASE and Payment by 02/01/14 to: 
APS  - P.O. Box 802274  Santa Clarita CA 91380 

 
 

 

Swing Dance Class is FUN and 
HEALTHY.  You CAN do it, 

really!  It is so much fun! 
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        EDUCATED WOMEN                           HOME ALONE - BE PREPARED 
  

 

Continued from Page 6 
 
They also take issue with feminists’ role in 

promoting promiscuity and the decline of marriage, 
which is the real “war on women.”  

“We are fast approaching the point of no return 
in terms of the harms from casual sex, cohabitation, 
and the growing number of single mothers,” writes 
Janice Shaw Crouse, Senior Fellow for CWA’s Beverly 
La Haye Institute.  

“Re-establishing the walls of morality, faith, and 
marriage is no longer something that would be merely 
nice; it is a vital necessity for the well-being of the 
nation's girls and women.”  

Far from being sheltered and ignorant, as 
feminists portray Christian women, the CWA ladies are 
nobody’s fools. Prof. Markos could have been talking 
about them when he wrote of home-schooled girls:  

“They have the wit and discernment to perceive 

that the feminist is finally a greater threat 
than the male chauvinist: for whereas the 
chauvinist demeans femininity, the 
feminist dismisses it altogether as a social 

construct that has no essential grounding in our God-
created soul.” It’s no wonder feminists hate the feminine 
Sarah Palin with white-hot intensity.  

When I was at the Hoover Institution doing 
research for The Age of Consent, I was amazed at the 
amount of material in Stanford’s library and courses 
that exalts gender confusion. Androgyny was the wave 
of the future, and feminism the underlying creed.  

Years later, after working with brilliant women 
such as Jan LaRue, Sandy Rios, Charmaine Yoest, 
Cathy Cleaver Ruse, Wendy Wright, Elaine Donnelly, 
Linda Harvey, Kristi Stone Hamrick, Diane Gramley, 
Penny Young Nance, Susan Carleson and many other 
confident, accomplished Christian women, including 
many pro-family volunteers, I feel sorry for girls who are 
marinated in feminist ideology via government schools 
and our predatory popular culture.  

Increasingly, they are given the false choice of 
misusing their sexuality, like Miley Cyrus, or keeping a 
chip the size of an anvil on their shoulders.  

A third way is to seek God’s wisdom in how to 
live life fully, like the accomplished woman in 

Proverbs 31: 25-26: “Strength and honor 
are her clothing; she shall rejoice in time to 
come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, 
and on her tongue is the law of kindness.” 

 
Source: Robert Knight   www.Townhall.com 
Robert Knight is an author, senior fellow for the American Civil 
Rights Union and a frequent contributor to Townhall. 
Read more articles by Robert Knight at 
http://townhall.com/columnists/robertknight/ 

Recently an APS family encountered a situation all 

parents hope will never happen: A child was home 
alone when someone tried to break into their 
house.   The following account of what happened 
might help you prevent such an experience – be 
prepared! 
 During the holidays Richard and Cindee got a 
phone call late one night – “Would you please go to 
our house right now and check on our son?”  The 
caller was an APS-mom who lives near the Grants. 

“He phoned us from inside a closet where 
he is hiding,” she continued.  “Someone is 
breaking into our house.”  

The Grants quickly made their way to the 
house. 

The parents had left their teenaged son home 
alone to finish some school work while they ran 
errands.  When they received his call, they were in 
their car about a 30 or 40 minute drive from home. 

“My husband was driving when we got the call 
from our son,’ explained the mom.  “At first I couldn’t 
understand what he was saying,” she continued. 

Finally she understood that he was whispering 
because he didn’t want the intruders to know where he 
was hiding. 

“This is a parent’s worst nightmare,” she 
said solemnly. 

After learning the boy had phoned her but had 
not called 911, the mom used her husband’s phone to 
call 911 while keeping her son on her phone.  Then, 
came the hard part. 

“The emergency dispatcher asked me to 
hang up so she could phone my son directly.”  

The dispatcher needed to ask questions so the 
sheriff deputies would know what to expect.  The mom 
had to hang up on her son so that the dispatcher could 
call him.  That’s when the mom phoned the Grants. 
 Richard and Cindee arrived before the 
deputies.  The house was completely dark.  The 
Grants were concerned that deputies might mistake 
them for the intruders, so they stayed on the street in 
front of the house and shouted for the boy. 

In moments, interior lights came on and 
Richard and Cindee saw the boy through a window – 
He was safe.  Soon, deputies arrived and the boy told 
them what had happened.  
 He had been in his room at the back of the 
house doing school work. No other lights were one in 
the house.  The darkened house apparently looked 
inviting to three burglars, two of whom tried to force 
open the front door. Thankfully the door held.  Hearing 
the noise, the boy observed the burglars and their 
getaway car through a window before wisely retreating 
to the back of the house. 
 

Continued on Page 9 

http://www.townhall.com/
http://townhall.com/columnists/robertknight/
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We are excited that our spring volleyball program will 

AGAIN be held at 

The Church of the Nazarene gym  
23857 The Old Road, Newhall, CA 91321 
near the Calgrove exit off of the 5 Freeway. 
APS Volleyball will take place Friday afternoons from 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm. 
Fri 01/24/14 to 05/23/14 
 
We are very excited to be able to return to the same gym 
as previous years for our volleyball program.  The location is 
conveniently located to families in both the SCV & SFV, 
and will also allow for post-game ‘hang-time’ at the local 
In-N-Out which is also just down The Old Road from the 
gym! 
 
This facility will allow us to accommodate four teams playing simultaneously on two courts.   
 

We hope the APS Volleyball program becomes a family activity giving both parents the 
opportunity to cheer for their kids and help with the volleyball program. The gymnasium has 
plenty of seating for parents and siblings and bathrooms are readily accessible. 
 

Using the church gym comes with a few rules that must be strictly adhered to in order to 
maintain a positive relationship with The Church of the Nazarene. 
 

1. Siblings must be with a parent at all times.  Parents who are coaching, score 
keeping, line judging, etc must make arrangements for another adult to supervise their 
non-player children, otherwise the non-player children may not attend. 

2. Children (including team members) may not run / roam around the gymnasium or 

surrounding areas. 
3. Children (including team members) may not play / ‘hang’ in or around the church 

Campus. 
4. Children (including team members) who roam away from parents or otherwise violate 

the rules will lose the privilege of attending future volleyball sessions. 
 

If any of rules are violated we run the risk of losing out on this great opportunity. 
Our students’, siblings’ and parents’ best behavior is expected. 
 
 

The start date for the volleyball program is Friday, January 24 from 3:00 - 5:00 pm. 

The program will run for eleven weeks.  The last game day will be Friday, May 23.  
 

Thank you for your participation, 
 
 

Danny Carver 
 

Danny Carver, APS Volleyball Team Manager Dkcarver5@sbcglobal.net   

 

THE TEAMS 
ARE FULL 

If you have not turned in your 
coupon it is too late – but you can 

still come cheer on the teams. 

 

 

http://www.mail2web.com/cgi-bin/compose.asp?mb=inbox&mp=I&mps=0&lid=0&intListPerPage=20&messageto=Dkcarver5@sbcglobal.net&ed=1G%2BMjEn7BAXGOaDhKt5pDM04rYq58Gptyez1hTJCADt0j0Ae0bA12Ny605cYBRVdfoUsHZ7O9wXV%0D%0AHKZ1VrTokGSGa2ObZ5Cdb2ApvVQ9xxeyn%2F2Y%2FVBG91ZyQCxypdSZ89ZGno7VgH7rco%2B8xQ%3D%3D
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                  BE PREPARED           HOME ALONE BE PREPARED 
 
 

  

 

Continued from Page 7 
 

 After the deputies left, Richard stayed in the 
house until the parents arrived.  To his credit, the boy 
returned to his room to finish his school work! 
 

We did a little research and found nine things 
you can do to make burglars think twice before trying 
to enter your home. 

"Burglaries are considered 'crimes of 
opportunity' because the criminal is looking for the 
easy way to get into your home - the unlocked door, 
open garage door or open window," says Charlene 
Miller, Crime Prevention Neighborhood Watch director 
at the Boise Police Department. 

Fortunately, "There are practical security 
measures you can take to make it so difficult for 
burglars that they'll go somewhere else," Miller adds. 
#1 - Secured Doors and Windows 
In approximately one-third of home burglaries the 
burglar comes in through an unlocked door or window, 
according to the "Burglary of Single Family Houses" 
guide, published by the U.S. Dept. of Justice's Office 
of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS). 
 "The first line of defense in your home's 
security is having solid core exterior doors with high 
quality deadbolt locks," Miller states 

Miller notes that sliding glass doors are 
especially vulnerable if they do not have proper locks. 

"A snug-fitting dowel (a piece of cylindrical 
wood - similar to a broom handle) in the lower track of 
the door will also prevent it from being opened." 

Miller also recommends installing eyebolts in 
the frames of sliding windows to allow for ventilation 
without leaving enough room for an intruder. 
#2 - A Loud Dog 
Dogs are not only "man's best friend." They can also 
be a burglar's worst enemy. 

In fact, COPS reports that most burglars avoid 
houses with dogs. "Burglars don't want to be seen or 
caught; they also want to avoid pain," agrees Miller, 
who adds that dogs that bark - even small, noisy dogs 
- can be an effective deterrent. 
#3 - A Home Security System 
You want something that not only makes noise when 
there's an intruder, but also calls for help.  Home 
security systems detect when someone enters your 
house uninvited, sets off an alarm, and also notifies 
authorities of an invasion. 

Miller recommends doing some online 
research and checking with local alarm system 
companies to find the best system for your needs. 
#4 - Motion Sensor Lights 
Installing sensor lights (which turn on when they detect 
motion) is a great way to illuminate portions of your 
property only when needed - like when someone 
enters the area. 

Sensor lights will come on as soon as someone 
enters under cover of darkness - as a burglar would. 

"Outside lighting is one of the cheapest and 
most effective deterrents to crime," states Miller, who 
adds that "motion sensor lights give you the ease of 
having lights come on automatically." 
#5 - Surveillance Cameras 
A video surveillance system can be a bit costly, but it 
could help you sleep better at night. 

"Installing a video security system can give you 
peace of mind and act as a deterrent to burglars,  
especially when you're on vacation," Millers states. 
However, if you don't want to go the full route of 
installing a system, think about putting up a "dummy" 
camera or two to give the illusion of protection.  
#6 - Protection Warning Signs 
Got a dog or a home security system? Share that 
information with signage on your fence, door, or 
window.  

"It's important to look at your home from a 
burglar's point of view," shares Miller. "Burglars who 
think they might be seen or caught will think twice 
before targeting your house." 

Miller cautions that while having this kind of 
signage can be to your advantage; it could also make 
burglars wonder what you have that's worth protecting. 
#7 - A Trimmed and Tidy Yard 
Untrimmed trees and shrubs provide good hiding places 
for burglars and can obscure their entry into your home. 

"Stand out on your front sidewalk and take an 
objective look at your house,” Miller suggests.  “Do you 
have trees or shrubs providing hiding places for 
someone?" If so, Miller recommends trimming tree 
branches up to six feet from the ground and shrubs 
down to below window sills. 
#8 - The Appearance That Someone Is Home 
Burglars know your routine, and when there's a break in 
that routine - like when you're on vacation - it's a signal 
that your home is clear for a break-in. 

With that in mind, Miller says that "the goal 
when you're gone is for your home to appear lived in." 
Miller suggests using motion-sensor lights and timers 
on your radio and TV to simulate occupancy. 
#9 - Helpful Neighbors 
Develop a relationship with neighbors you can trust.  
Exchange phone numbers and agree to act as 
‘neighborhood watch’ for one another. In an emergency 
they can call you or you can call them.  If you are away 
overnight they can help your home look lived in while 
you're away. 

Ask them to get your mail and newspapers, and 
check for any deliveries. You can also ask them to put 
their trash bags in your garbage can.  You might also 
ask a trusted neighbor to park their car in your driveway 
occasionally while you're out of town,  
Any sign of activity at your home is enough to deter 
most burglars.  Have a Happy and Safe New Year!  [][][] 
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LIVING WAX MUSEUM LIVING WAX MUSEUM LIVING WAX MUSEUM 
  

Living Wax Museum Info 
Activity:  Students will select a historical person to research. 

They should write a paragraph that includes the answers to  
 the following questions: 

1. What is your full, original name? 
2. When and where were you born? 
3. What were some interesting things that 
    happened to you? 
4. Why did you become famous? 
  
Students should select an appropriate costume that their 
character might  have worn during their lifetime.   
Parents are responsible for providing their children with an 
appropriate costume, make-up, props, etc.  
 
Each figure will come up with a clever way to begin their presentation (to make their character “come alive”).  As 
visitors mill about the museum, they will stop at the various figures scattered throughout the room and follow the 
directions posted by the child (parents) to bring the character alive. 
 
For example, if a participant is a queen, they might post instructions telling guests to curtsey or bow.  When a 
guest curtseys or bows the character will "come alive" and recite the paragraph that they wrote.  Once they have 
finished, they will strike a pose and "freeze" until a new guest comes along and begins the process over again.  
(Understandably, some students will be able to "freeze", while others will be fidgety due to age constraints.) 
  
INVITE grandparents, friends, etc. to visit our wax museum.  The more guests we have the more fun it will be for 

the students. We have scheduled the event on a Saturday evening so dads, grandparents and friends can come. 
 

Additional materials:   Students are encouraged to put together a display board (similar to the 

three paneled science fair type board), with the following items displayed: 
1.            Title - Name of your historical person 
2.            Timeline - Record important dates and events in the life of your person. 
3.            Vocabulary - List new words that you learned during your research. 
4.            Portrait - Draw a detailed illustration of your person. 
5.            Bibliography - Document all resources you used for your research. 
6.            Reflection - Reflect on your person's life.  Write a brief summary explaining what you  

  liked or disliked about  your person and why. 

04/07/14 Mon 
Time: 
Participants’ 
Set-up 6:30 p 
Doors Open to 
Guests 7:00 p 
Cost: $3.00 per 
participant 
 

Participants: 
Grades: 3 – 12 
Guests: Open to all 
family members & 
friends 
Location: 
32615 The Old Rd 
Castaic, CA 91384 

Living Wax Museum: FUN with 
Research, History, Drama / Speech, & Costumes 
 

Research a historical figure and bring them to life 
in the APS Living Wax Museum!  
 

This is a fun event for kids to incorporate 
research, public speaking, and drama.  
 

Each child will have the opportunity to bring their 
character to life for an evening of learning for 
both participants and guests. 
 

 This event is open to APS student participants in 
grades 3-12.  
 

The cost is $3 per participant.  Make checks 
payable to APS. 
 

Guests coming to view the Living Wax 
Museum are Free.  Guest viewing is 
open to all family members & friends 

Living Wax Museum  
Parent Name__________________________ 
 

Total # participants  _____  x$3.00 = _______  
Total amount  paid   _______ 
Participants: 

Child Name________________ Grade Level____ 
Child Name________________ Grade Level____ 
Child Name________________ Grade Level____ 

 

Please contact me, I would love to help. 
Email______________@_____________.______ 

 
Send coupon, payment, and SASE by 2/03/14 to: 

Deanna Meadow 
   32615 The Old Road 
   Castaic, CA 91384 
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        FORCED TO KNEEL            INVISIBLE GUNS    BAN SACK LUNCH  
 
 

 

 

  

 

News from the planet Bizarro 

Article I of the United States Constitution 

forbids any grant of nobility in the United 
States. Sadly, Dana Carter, the very 
important new principal of Calimesa 
Elementary School in Southern California’s 
Inland Empire, failed to get the memo 
about the 226-year-old document. 

The new principal of Calimesa 
Elementary School instituted a policy at 

the start of the school year that forced 
students to kneel down in front of 
Carter at the beginning of each 
school day before being sent to class, 

reports CBS Los Angeles. 
School officials described the 

bizarre kneeling policy as a positive 
effort to protect students. During its brief 
life, the policy was most frequently 
implemented at the official beginning of 
each class day and right after recess. 

Several parents didn’t love the 
procedure. A flyer opposing the policy 
circulated among offended moms and 
dads. 

One parent, the mother of a 
seven-year-old girl at the school, spoke to 
CBS Los Angeles. 
“She says that she has to drop down on 
one knee with her hands at her side, wait 
for the principal to come out, lift her arms 
and tell them to go to class,” the 
unidentified mother told the station. 

“I feel that the principal wants to 
be like a king, and we don’t have kings in 
America,” she added. 
Not long after CBS Los Angeles initially 
broke the story, Cali Binks, the local 
school district superintendent, announced 
that the controversial kneeling policy would 
be immediately eliminated. 

It is completely unclear what 
threatens the Calimesa Elementary 
campus to such an extent that the principal 
demanded students kneel before her and 
how the kneeling improved the situation. 
Principal Carter has apparently consented 
to schedule a meeting with parents to 
design future safety options for the school. 
 
Source:  Follow Eric on Twitter and send education-related story 

tips to erico@dailycaller.com. 

An 8-year-old Florida boy was suspended from school after using 

his finger as a pretend gun while playing cops and robbers with his 
friends. 
Jordan Bennett was suspended for a day after administrators 
at Harmony Community School in Harmony, Fla., said the gesture 
was an act of violence.  School district officials said its code of 
conduct prohibits students from playing with invisible guns. 

His mother, Bonnie Bennett, told the reporter, “He had 
nothing in his hand. It was a finger gun, a pretend gun. He didn't 
threaten violence. He didn't utter words that were inappropriate. He 
made a sound and used his fingers and that was it." 

Two seventh-grade students in Virginia Beach, Va., were handed 

long-term suspensions that will last until the end of the school year 
for playing with an airsoft gun in one of their front yards while 
waiting for the school bus. 

In the Virginia incident, the school defended the 
suspensions, arguing that its so-called "zero-tolerance" policy on 
guns extends to private property, including their homes! 

In another attempt to diminish parental authority in public schools 

the federal government has banned sack lunches from federally 
funded school programs in the DC area. 

A Richmond, Virginia mother received the following note, 
telling her not to pack a lunch for her pre-school age child. 

 
Dear Parents,  
I have received word from Federal Programs Preschool pertaining to lunches from 
home. Parents are to be informed that students can only bring lunches from home if 
there is a medical condition requiring a specific diet, along with a physicians (sic) 
note to that regard. I am sorry for any inconvenience. If you have any questions 
concerning this matter, please contact Stephanie [redacted] the Health Coordinator 
for Federal Programs Preschool at [redacted].  
Thanks, 
Ms. [redacted] 

 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/articlei
http://losangeles.cbslocal.com/2013/08/20/students-allegedly-forced-to-kneel-down-for-dismissal-at-yucaipa-school/
https://twitter.com/ericowensdc
mailto:erico@dailycaller.com
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2013/09/24/7th-grader-suspended-for-playing-with-airsoft-gun-in-own-yard/
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2013/09/24/7th-grader-suspended-for-playing-with-airsoft-gun-in-own-yard/
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The Importance of the  
Vietnam War to America 

by Emily Blondin – 6
th
 grade 

“No event in American history is more misunderstood 
than the Vietnam War.  It was misreported then, and it is 
misremembered now.”   -Richard M. Nixon, 1985.   

During the period of the Vietnam War, and still 
today, many Americans didn’t think that they should 
have been in Vietnam.  However, it is important to look 
back on the time of the Vietnam War to remember how it 
shaped and changed our country.  As a result of 
Vietnam, American citizens rebelled against the 
government, faced the tragedy of war through their 
television sets, and learned the importance of honoring 
their soldiers.    

 

 
APS 6th grade student Emily Blondin reads her winning essay at 
the Traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall closing ceremony. 
 

In the weeks leading up to the Traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall 
coming to the SCV, the Friendly Valley Veterans Club sponsored 
an essay contest for students in grades 4-6.  

Using 500-700 words, students were invited to respond 
to the question: Why was the Vietnam War Important to 
America?   Emily Blondin was selected as the third place winner 
and received a $500 scholarship.  She was invited to read her 
essay at the closing ceremony on Sunday afternoon 09/29/013.   

 

 
 

 

During the Vietnam War, American people 
started second guessing their government.  One thing 
that made the people rebellious was that young men 
could be drafted at the age of eighteen to fight and die 
for their country, but they couldn’t vote until the age of 
twenty-one.  This resulted in many Americans 
questioning not only their government, but all authority in 
general.  This attitude was displayed at protests where 
men burned their draft cards and women burned their 
bras.  This period was important to America because it 
eventually resulted in an amendment to the Constitution 
that lowered the voting age to eighteen years.   
               The television played an important role in the 
Vietnam War because it greatly influenced the minds of 
Americans.  The influence of T.V slowly turned 
Americans against the war.  Oftentimes, the T.V 
reporters portrayed the American soldiers as the enemy.  
In 1966, ninety-three percent of Americans had 
televisions.  Americans turned to the T.V to receive 
information about the war.  This was the first time 
Americans could see dead bodies, women and children 
being injured, and fires burning entire villages.  
Americans really started to see the gruesomeness and 
tragedy of the war.  In 1975, Marshall McLuhan said, 
“Television brought the brutality of war into the comfort 
of the living room.  Vietnam was lost in the living rooms 
of America - not on the battle fields of Vietnam.”  The 
Vietnam War was often misreported by television 
reporters and by the newspapers by only giving one side 
of the story.  By the late sixties, many Americans were 

against the war, which was encouraged by what they 
saw on T.V. 

By the end of the war, a lot of Americans 
were against both the war and the soldiers.  When the 
soldiers came home from the Vietnam War, they were 
treated terribly.  People threw eggs on them and 
cursed them.  My great grandmother had a brother 
who returned home from the Vietnam War.  She said 
that people put hate signs in his yard.  The American 
people learned a valuable lesson from Vietnam.  Even 
though some may disagree with today’s war on terror, 
Americans don’t treat their soldiers the way that they 
did in Vietnam.  Many soldiers didn’t choose to go to 
Vietnam.  The American government drafted 
hundreds of thousands of young men to fight in the 
war.  Instead of the soldiers coming home to a 
friendly, supportive America, they came home to an 
America that did not receive them.  As the war came 
to an end, the soldiers did not receive the same 
support they had received in past wars. 
In conclusion, the Vietnam War is important to 
America because it changed Americans’ views on 
government, war, and soldier support.  After the 
Vietnam War, many Americans didn’t trust their 
government, and its decisions.  It changed their views 
on war, too.  This was the first war that America lost.  
The war also changed their actions toward soldiers.  
Since the Vietnam War, Americans have learned that 
it’s important to remember the sacrifices of their 
soldiers.  One anonymous quote says, “The greatest 
cruelty is being forgotten.”  As America goes forward, 
may she always take time to remember the sacrifice 
of her people.          [][][] 
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        THIEF TAKES JESUS               GLOBAL AD CAMPAIGN AGAINST GOD   
  

 

Someone stole a baby Jesus figurine from 

a nativity scene at the Valencia mall 
(Westfield Valencia Town Center). 
The figurine was taken sometime Monday 
evening Dec 9.  

“It’s an important symbolic gesture 
that they should be able to have,” mall 
shopper Debbie Vir told NBC4. 

“If it’s a joke, they should find 
somewhere else to have a joke.” 

The nativity scene is displayed 
annually by Grace Baptist Church in 
Santa Clarita. 

Pastor Mike Gaston told CBS Los 
Angeles that this isn’t the first time the 
figurine has been stolen, and though it’s an 
expensive “inconvenience,” the church 
would continue to display the scene every 
year. They just need to buy a new baby 
Jesus. 

STORY UPDATE: 
A baby Jesus figurine has been 

returned to the Nativity scene at a Valencia 
mall. 

A Westfield Valencia Town Center 
employee found the figurine somewhere at 
the mall, but no charges were filed with 
police as mall officials had asked for the 
figurine’s safe return. 

The theft angered shoppers, who 
said some things should be left alone for 
the Christmas holiday, even if it may have 
been a prank. 

"I don’t think that's funny at all, I 
think that’s totally disrespectful to people 
who actually know about Jesus, who know 
about Christmas and celebrate that,” 
shopper Jamie Ross told KTLA. 

Mall representatives said they 
were glad it was back. 

[][][] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the planet Bizarro 

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/video/#!/on-air/as-seen-on/Baby-Jesus-Stolen-From-Valencia-Nativity-Scene/235331771
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        TB AT CA SCHOOL SCHOOL HIRES SNOOPS        COOKIES BANNED 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A mother in Minnesota who has been baking 

cookies for the kids on her children's public school 
bus for 15 years has been shut down by school 
officials. 

Every Friday, Anne Tabat has met the school 
bus with a basket of cookies. It began as a thank you 
to the bus driver. And, Tabat said, she couldn't give 
the driver a cookie without giving one to the kids.   

Tabat said the cookies were also a way to 
get to know her neighbors. 

"People live such busy lives; you don't talk to 
your neighbors, you don't know your neighbors." 

For the first time in 15 years, Tabat won't be 
at the bus stop. She received a call from the school 
this week telling her that she should cease and desist 
the dispensing of cookies because someone had 
complained. She said she never really had a straight 
answer about the specifics of the complaint. 
Source: FoxNews 

 

News from the planet Bizarro 

 
More than 1,500 staff and students at a Southern 

California high school were tested for tuberculosis 
after one student was diagnosed with the bacterial 
infection last month, health officials said Friday 12/13/13. 

Nearly 1,400 students and faculty at Indio High 
School were tested on Friday and around 130 students 
had the TB tests on Monday. 

Forty-five students tested positive for 
exposure but more tests, including X-rays will be needed 
to determine whether they have active TB, health 
officials said. 

Five students were sent home Thursday after 
follow-up X-rays showed they needed further 
examination. 

Tuberculosis is a contagious disease that 
typically attacks the lungs. General symptoms include 
fatigue, weight loss, fever and night sweats. It can be 
fatal.  

Treatment for tuberculosis involves taking 
medications, in some cases for up to nine months, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

Officials stressed they do not think the infection 
has spread to any other schools or surrounding 
neighborhoods. Health officials also said they don't 
believe students' families are at risk. 

Everyone at the school will have to show proof 
of testing before they can return to school in January. 

The disease was brought to the high school 
by a student who attended for only a few weeks, from 
September until mid-November. The student, who has 
not been identified by authorities, is expected to make a 
full recovery. 

Noemi Munoz said her son is one of the 45 
students who tested positive. She questioned if health 
officials could have acted more quickly and given 
students tests as soon as they knew of the problem. 

"I feel like it should have been done before 
Thanksgiving break, when we were all first notified," she 
said. "I think that would have contained it a little bit 
better."       [][][] 
Source: FoxNews 

 

The public school district in Glendale, California 

paid a firm named Geo Listening $40,500 to monitor 
the online activity of its 14,000 students and create 
social media ‘profiles’ of each student.  The firm 
provides daily reports on potential trouble.  

Last year, monitoring by Geo Listening is said to have 
resulted in suicide prevention for a student.  Superintendent 
Richard Sheehan told reporters that the prevention was 
especially significant because the district had weathered two 
suicides in recent years.  

Privacy critics say such monitoring is tantamount to 
spying on students. Lee Tien, senior staff attorney at the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation, told CNN the Glendale policy 
“crosses a line” by stalking the social media of children. 

The questions boils down to: Does the threat of 
bullying, suicide, sexual predators, etc. make it appropriate 
for a school district to hire professional social media snoops 
to digitally tail their students’ online activity?   
Source CNN 

http://geolistening.com/
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STRAIGHT OUT THE DOOR 
  

News from the planet Bizarro 

For the first time at 

Calabasas High School 
(Calabasas, CA), a 
homosexual couple has been 
crowned as homecoming 
queen and queen.  
Lily Cohen and her partner, 
Greta Melendez, were 
nominated by their 
classmates for titles that  

historically have been awarded to a male and a female 
student. But times are changing.  

“I was really surprised, actually,” Cohen said. 
But I thought it was really amazing.” 

“I was just shocked because it’s just 
amazing to see how much our school has changed 
in the past four years,” Melendez said.             [][][] 
Source KTLA 

 

A married, heterosexual gym teacher at a ritzy 

Upper West Side private school was fired because his 
lesbian supervisor disapproved of his “traditional 
family status,” the teacher claims in a new lawsuit. 

Gregory Kenney, 50, taught gym at the Trinity 
School on W. 91st St. for 16 years before he was let 
go in June 2012. 

Kenney, who lives with his wife and three 
young children in LI, says he was a well-liked 
employee at the elite institution that counts Truman 
Capote, Ivanka Trump and Eric Schneiderman as 
alumni, until a gay athletic director named Pat Krieger 
took over in 2009. 

Krieger allegedly forced him to coach three 
sports, even though his contract only required him to 
join two teams, according to his reverse discrimination 
suit. 

When he complained that the extra 
responsibilities interfered with his family obligations 
Krieger allegedly told him, “We all make choices,” the 
suit says. 

After Kenney told Krieger that he couldn’t 
keep working nights and weekends, she reported him 
to the headmaster “while a single, female teacher 
faced no scrutiny when she refused to coach a third 
season.” 

Kenney claims the allegedly biased athletic 
director “routinely favored other single, younger 
females without children and discriminated against 
[him] because of his gender, sexual orientation, 
‘traditional family status,’ and age.” 

A spokesman for Trinity did not immediately 
comment.       [][][] 
Source: Fox News 

University of Colorado officials have ordered a 

Boulder professor to stop teaching a course on deviant 
behavior because of a lecture on prostitution. 

CU Provost Russell Moore sent an email to 
students, faculty and staff on Monday saying sociology 
professor Patti Adler is being suspended from teaching 
the class because of complaints from students who did 
not want to participate in a role-playing skit in her class. 
Students said they felt their grades would be affected if 
they did not participate. 

In the skit one student would play a female 
prostitute who was sold into slavery while another played 
a pimp. 

Alder said the skit "enlivens visibly the 
stratification hierarchy of prostitutes.”    

Adler told the newspaper that she's unsure if she 
wants to continue to teach in an atmosphere where her 
job is at risk over a complaint filed by a student. 

"That is a risk that really scares me. I can’t afford 
to take that kind of risk," she said. 

One wonders why undergraduate students need 
to be taught a course on deviant behavior in the first 
place. 

Also, if Prof Adler thinks teachers should not 
have to work “in an atmosphere where her job is at risk 
over a complaint filed by a student”.  What recourse, 
does she think, students should have when their 
teachers cross the line?                                              [][][] 

Source FoxNews.com 

 
 

 

Groups trying to overturn a new CA law allowing 

students to choose public school restrooms and sports 
teams regardless of their biological genders have filed a 
lawsuit claiming state officials are unfairly refusing to 
count signatures seeking a referendum. 

Privacy For All Students, a coalition of 
conservative groups, filed the lawsuit against the 
secretary of state and two counties. 

They say the secretary of state's office is 
refusing to validate the signatures from two counties; 
Mono County and Tulare.  The signatures were 
delivered before the Nov.10 deadline, but offices closed 
early before the three-day Veteran’s Day weekend. 

Opponents of the law that goes into effect on 
Jan. 1, 2014 said they have collected enough signatures 
for an initiative that would repeal it.   

California is the first state to pass a “transgender 
student” law for K-12 students.  The law allows students 
the choice of playing on boys or girls sports teams and 
which restroom they use regardless of their biological 
gender. Opponents say the law would violate the privacy 
of the majority of students and some students might try 
to claim to be another gender simply to gain access to 
bathrooms of the opposite sex.  Source FoxNews      [][][] 

 

http://tribktla.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/calabasas.jpg
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GETTING INTO COLLEGE 
  

Class of 2007 

APS enjoys a very high ratio of 

graduates going on to college.  Our 
students have often completed 
college units before 12

th
 grade. 

Overall grade point average, 
SAT scores, transcripts, letters of 
reference all play a role in getting 
into college.  There are two crucial 
components in college admissions, 
however, that can be a mystery.  We 
hope the following will help our 
students with completing their 
COLLEGE APPLICATION and acing 
their COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 
INTERVIEW. 
U.S. News asked pros from around 
the country to weigh in on what you 
SHOULD NOT DO when completing 
a college application. The following 
are some mistakes that drive college 
admissions staffers crazy – Here are 
some of the highlights. 
 
Robert Barkley  Director of 
undergraduate admissions, Clemson 
University  
Neglecting to read directions: We 
have a place on our application that 
is marked clearly for international 
students. But we have gotten 
applications from American students 
who have not read that, and where it 
asks, "Do you have a visa?" they 
say yes.  
And when it asks what kind of visa, 
we're expecting to see an F1 or a J2, 
something administered by the 
government. In one case we got 
‘Bank of America’. And where we 
asked for the number of the visa, we 
got a VISA credit card number. We 
were not impressed.  
 
Tom Weede Vice president for 
enrollment management, Butler 
University 
Letting parents take the lead: It 
doesn't tell us that a student is 
interested if we get 15 phone calls 
from Mom. We try not to hold it 
against the student, as long as he or 
she has played a role in the process. 
We want families involved, but the 
student needs to take the lead. 

 

Leigh A. Weisenburger Dean of admission / financial aid, Bates College 
Submitting a lengthy resume: At this stage in their career, no 17-year-
old should be submitting a three-page resume. It just rubs me the wrong 
way when students submit a resume rather than filling out the activity 
portion of the application.  
 
Debra Chermonte  Dean of admissions and financial aid, Oberlin College 
Hitting submit without proofreading: Using spell-check isn't enough – 
you have to proofread. Julie Taymor, who wrote and directed "The Lion 
King," is a graduate of Oberlin, and we had a student who was really 
passionate about [Taymor's] work and wrote a really well-done essay 
about it. But she neglected to proof it, and throughout she referred to the 
musical as "The Loin King." She didn't get in.  
 
Julie Shimabukuro  Director of undergraduate admissions, Washington 
University in St. Louis  
Waiting until the last minute: Many students who submit on the date of 
the deadline assume that everything transmitted and was received. But 
sometimes things are lost in cyberspace. We try to give a few days' grace 
period, but colleges and universities expect you to confirm that your 
application has been received and that it is complete.  
 
Amy Jarich  Assistant vice chancellor and director of undergraduate 
admissions, University of California—Berkeley 
Repeating yourself: When I keep reading the same thought over and 
over, I really feel like it's a missed opportunity. In the application, real 
estate is so valuable! Each part of it should be telling us something new ... 
You want us to think: "That brings a new piece to this puzzle. I like that."  
 
Emily Simmons  Associate dean of admissions, Emory University  
Asking for information easily found: When you're visiting colleges or 
meeting a visiting admissions counselor, ask for information you won't be 
able to find out anywhere else: the personality of the campus, the 
counselor's favorite things about the school.  
If you're asking us about test scores, it sounds like you haven't done your 
research, but if you ask thoughtful questions, it's a chance to wow us. 
 
Chris Muñoz  Vice president for enrollment, Rice University  
Writing a one-size-fits-all essay: If you write an essay for a university, 
and then you write that essay again and it's just a matter of changing the 
name of the university, then it's probably going to be a poor essay. And 
yes, we have gotten students who forget to change "Northwestern" to 
"Rice."  
It's not just about name-checking a faculty member or academic program, 
either. How does a faculty member's work speak to you as an applicant? 
Why, specifically, have you chosen us? Demonstrating true interest and 
care can make a difference on the margin. And when you're talking about 
universities that admit under 20 percent of applicants, you may need it.  
 
Sarah Richardson  Director of admissions and scholarships, Creighton 
University 
Trumping up your extracurriculars: We want to know where a student's 
passions lie; genuine interests tend not to appear suddenly in senior year. 
I'd rather see quality over quantity.  When students detail the amount of 
time that they spend with those activities, as well as any leadership roles 
they've taken on, that allows us to understand the level of commitment.  
 

Continued on Page 20 

http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/clemson-university-3425
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/clemson-university-3425
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/studying-in-the-united-states
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/studying-in-the-united-states
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/butler-university-1788
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/butler-university-1788
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/bates-college-2036
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/oberlin-college-3086
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/washington-university-in-st.-louis-2520
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/washington-university-in-st.-louis-2520
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/university-of-california-berkeley-1312
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/emory-university-1564
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school/tours
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/rice-university-3604
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/creighton-university-2542
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/creighton-university-2542
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TEACHING TUESDAYS 
  

 See Dates below. 
Time: 
10:00a – 11:30a 
 
Cost for each Unit is $7 per 
child regardless of age. 
 
 
 
Location: 
The home of Justin and 
Deanna  Meadows  
in Castaic  
 
Open to 
Pre-K – 6th grade 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Minn Part 1 
Sep 10, 17, 24 
Oct 1 
 
 

Minn Part 2  

Oct 8, 15, 22, 29 

 
Minn Part 3 
Nov 5, 12, 19 

 
Christmas Around the 
World 
Dec 3, 10, 17 
 

 

Presidents on Currency 

Feb 4, 11, 18, 25      

 
Living Wax Museum Oral 
Reports 

Mar 4, 11, 18, 25      
 

Systems of the Human 
Body 

Apr 1, 8, 22, 29         

TEACHING TUESDAYS 
Open to APS students in grades K – 6 
and Pre-K siblings. 
 

Taught by Cindee Grant, Deanna 
Meadows, Becky Buck, Liz 
Bonaventura, and YOU 
Registration by coupon is required.   

Teaching Tuesdays meets regularly on 
Tuesdays at the home of Justin and 
Deanna Meadows in Castaic It provides a 
FUN and structured 1.5-hour learning time 
for students and their parents.    
Cost = $7 per child for each unit.  
 

This year the remaining unit topics are: 
1. Minn Part 1  
2. Minn Part 2  
3. Minn Part 3  
4. Christmas Around The World    
5. Presidents on Currency 
6. Living Wax Museum Prep & Gardening 
7. Systems of the Human Body 

Each student attending “Minn” units needs to 
bring a 3-ring binder on the first day of the first 
unit they attend. 

 

Minn Part 1 
Meet Minn the turtle at birth and the beginning of her 
adventure on the Mississippi River. Coupon must be 

received by 08/15/13 
 

Minn Part 2 
As Minn grows, discover animals and Native Americans 
living along the Mississippi. Coupon must be received by 
09/24/13 

 

Minn Part 3 
Follow Minn as she completes her travels and life cycle, 
finding herself in the Gulf of Mexico. Coupon must be 
received by 10/22/13 

 

Christmas Around the World 
Explore how Christmas is celebrated in different 

countries.Coupon must be received by 11/12/13 
 

Presidents on Currency  
Presents US Presidents found on US Money. 
Coupon must be received by 01/21/14 

 

Living Wax Museum Prep Oral 

Reports 
Students prepare oral reports delivered in a fun, dress-
up, ‘first-person’ presentation.  
Coupon must be received by 02/18/14 

 

Systems of the Human Body 
Age-appropriate exploration of systems / organs found in 
our body. 
Coupon must be received by 03/18/14 

TEACHING TUESDAYS 
Use a separate coupon for each Unit. 

Mark the Unit you plan to attend. 
Make a separate check & SASE for 

each unit. 
 

If you are attending all eight units 
please send 

7 coupons, 7 SASEs and 7 checks 
 
This year PE will be held AFTER T.T. 
Registration for PE is by separate 
coupon.   
 
A NEW music station has been added 
to T.T.  Students will learn to play a 
simple instrument called a ‘recorder’. 
 

Some of the unit studies will use material 
compiled by Cindee Grant based on 
“Minn of the Mississippi” (by Holling 
Clancy Holling). Each student attending 
“Minn” units needs to bring a 3-ring 
binder on the first day of the first unit 
they attend. 
 

Attending Parent/s Name_____________  
 

Email__________@__________.______ 
 

Total Pre-K - 6  to Attend___ x $7 = ______ 
 

Phone #____________________ Amt Paid $____ 
Make checks payable to APS 

 

Child Name_________________ Grade/Age ____ 
 

Child Name_________________ Grade/Age ____ 
 

Child Name_________________ Grade/Age ____ 
 

Child Name_________________ Grade/Age ____ 
 

My child(ren) will be in the care of a temporary  

guardian. (Write name on back of coupon.) 

 

This coupon is for (check one): 

 Presidents    coupon received by 01/21/14 

            on Currency 

 Living Wax    coupon received by 02/18/14 

             Museum Prep  

 Systems of the coupon received by 03/18/14 

            Human Body 
 
 
 

Mail all coupons, payments to: 
APS - PO Box 802274 

Santa Clarita, CA 91380 
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 APS Senior Formal ~ Fantasea Yacht Club 

Date:    Thursday, April 24, 2014 
 
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.  
Dinner and dancing on the yacht. 
Photos at Fernandez Home approx 2:00 pm  
 

Where: Fantasea Yachts & Yacht Club 
4215 Admiralty Way, Marina Del Rey 

 
Who: APS Seniors (Class of 2014) & guests (10th grade or above) 

 APS Juniors (Class of 2015) & guests (10th grade or above) 

 APS Alumni and guests. 
 All APS Parents may attend. 

Seniors and Juniors must be accompanied by at least one parent or comply with the APS 
Parental Consent Policy**. 
  

** The standard APS Parental Consent Policy is in effect. Students whose parent(s) 
do not attend the Sr. Formal must arrange with an attending APS Parent willing to 
be their temporary guardian and sign the APS Parental Consent form. 
Temporary guardians will provide transportation. 
 
**  Non-APS guests must sign the APS Standards of Behavior and Dress. 
    The APS Standards of Behavior and Dress applies to Alumni 

4/24/14 Thur 
Time: 
6:00 pm 
Cost: 

$100 
until Nov 1  
$110 
Nov 2 – Dec 31 
$120 
after Dec 31 
 
Location: 

Fantasea 
Yachts & 
Yacht Club 
Marina Del 
Rey, CA 

See page 5 
& page 6 for 
Swing 
Dance 
Class 

details and 

coupon. 

COUPON --------COUPON --------APS Senior Formal - Due at Orientation --------COUPON--------COUPON 

 
Junior Name ______________________________ Phone______________________________________ 
 
APS Guest________________________________ Grade/Age & Phone___________________________ 
 
APS Alumni_______________________________ Phone______________________________________ 
 
Attending Parents (Dad)______________________ (Mom)______________ _______________________ 
 
Non-APS Guest____________________________ Grade/Age/Phone_____________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________ City/Zip_____________________________________ 
 

FOR MULTIPLE GUESTS:  LIST GUESTS’ NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE ON BACK OF COUPON 
 

My child will be in the care of a temporary guardian 
Guardian’s Name:__________________________  Phone __________________ 

I will provide a signed APS Parental Consent form no later than my last payment. 
 

I am bringing a non-APS guest 

I will provide an APS Standards of Behavior and Dress signed by my guest no later 
than my last payment. 

 

Total Payment:  $120.00 x_____ number of people listed above =_____ (Amount enclosed) 
 

Make checks payable to APS.  Please send coupon, payment and SASE to: 
Wanda Wiedman 18756 Schoenborn St CA  91324 
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What are these people doing at the Jr./ Sr. High Christmas Banquet? Sure looks like FUN! 

 BIG thanks to APS-Moms Marie Caulkins, Frances Forest, Crystal Fernandez and their team of helpers 
who did all the behind-the-scenes work.  This is why we always say: “APS HAS THE BEST PEOPLE IN TOWN”[][][] 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 
TO THE  
WORLD 
Nadia Grace Bondarczuk 
Arrived Dec. 21, 2013 
at 8:24am. 8lbs 3oz. 21in.  
APS-Mom Deena  
Bondarezuk writes:  
“We are doing great,  
feeling blessed and over 
joyed with God's amazing love.  
Nola and Lane are so excited and love 
their sister to  pieces! 
Thanks for all your prayers!” APS-Dad Jon 
Bondarczuk, a Paramedic / Firefighter, was ready 
for anything, but thankfully his new little treasure 
arrived without sirens and flashing red lights.     [][][] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD 
Caleb William 
Carver, born  
Dec. 30, 2013 
at 3:53 pm. 
8lbs. 8oz and 
21 inches long. 
 

APS-Mom and Da 
Dad Karen & 
Danny Carver 
and big sisters Taylor, Mikaela, Julia and Emma 
are thrilled that their little blessing has arrived.  
Taylor (not pictured), is vacationing in Europe. 
She was able to be present with her parents and 
other siblings in the delivery room while Caleb 
was being born by using the technological 
‘miracle’ of Face Time. They write: Thank you all 

for your thoughts and prayers. We love you!        

[][][] 
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 GETTING INTO COLLEGE  
  

Continued from Page 16 
 

Kelly A. Walter 
Associate vice president and 
executive director of admissions, 
Boston University  
Failing to check curriculum 
requirements: Students often 
begin their college searches during 
freshman and sophomore year, and 
they do an exceptional job of 
learning about general admission 
requirements. But they don't dig 
down that extra level, to specific 
curriculum requirements – it's the 
one area of the application process 
students pay the least attention to, 
in my experience.  
For example, we expect students 
wanting admission to our 
engineering program to enroll in 
physics and calculus in high school. 
There's nothing more disappointing 
than to review an application and 
realize the student is ineligible 
because she didn't take the 
required courses.  
 
Karen S. Giannino 
Senior associate dean of 
admission, Colgate University 
Forcing colleges to fill in the 
blanks: If there's something on 
your transcript that would raise a 
question, answer the question. If 
maybe you've gone all the way up 
to Honors French 3, and then 
you're not taking a language in your 
senior year, that's a question for an 
admissions officer: Why didn't she 
continue to take French?  
Tell us, so we don't just assume 
you decided to take it easy your 
senior year.  
 
The above information is excerpted from the 
U.S. News "Best Colleges 2014" guidebook, 
which features in-depth articles, rankings and 

data. 
 

TIPS ABOUT YOUR COLLEGE 
ADMISSIONS INTERVIEW: 
Acing a college admissions 
interview can be just what you need 
to give your application that extra 
boost. But having a bad interview 
can also harm your chances of 
being accepted. 

The following are several of the top college admissions interview 
mistakes - and ways to avoid making them. 

 
1. Showing immaturity: College is about learning to live independently, 
and your admissions interview is partially about proving that you are 
prepared to do just that. The interviewers will not see you as self-sufficient 
if your parents are sitting nearby.  And dress appropriately.  Interviewers 
also won't see you as responsible and ready for the next step in your 
education if you are dressed inappropriately. You don't necessarily need to 
wear a suit, but stay away from outfits that are too informal, too revealing 
or make you look like you just rolled out of bed. Prepare a sharp outfit the 
day before the interview. 
 
2. Acting disrespectful or rude: Whether the interview is for your first 
choice or a back-up school, give the interviewer your full attention. Don't 
check your cell phone, don't check the time and don't do anything else 
while you speak to the interviewer that could possibly be construed as rude 
or showing disrespect. 
Set extra alarms, and check for uncontrollable circumstances, like traffic, 
beforehand to ensure you arrive on time. Turn your phone off or to silent 
before you walk into the interview and put it in your pocket so it's out of 
sight. Give the interviewer a firm handshake and express your gratitude for 
the person's time. Purchase and fill out a thank-you card and envelope 
ahead of time so it's ready to be sent following the interview. 
 
3. Skipping school research: Put aside time before your interview to 
research the school and prepare a few questions to ask at the end of the 
interview not only to show your interest in the school, but also to assess 
whether or not the college is the right fit for you. They should not be 
questions that can be answered by perusing the school's website. Asking a 
question that's too simple can be just as bad as giving a blank stare. 
 
4. Being shy: It's difficult for an interviewer to get to know you if you don't 
share enough information. And if you appear timid, it can leave the 
impression that you might have difficulty participating in class discussions. 
Prepare a few general remarks or comments to help you get the 
conversation started and overcome your shyness. Avoid political, spiritual 
or very personal topics. While injecting some humor into the conversation 
is welcome, skip any inappropriate jokes. 
 
5. Going overboard with the bragging: While you shouldn't be so 
humble that you don't say anything positive about yourself when asked 
about your accomplishments, be careful not to go overboard. Going on for 
too long about how great you are can be off-putting. Its okay to let some of 
what you've done speak for itself. 
 
6. Rehearsing too much: Admissions interviewers are looking to get to 
know what you're like as a person. Your interviewer will most likely be able 
to tell if you come in with numerous rehearsed, canned answers. Have a 
general idea of the stories and examples you'd like to share that are 
memorable and demonstrate your unique qualities, then further craft your 
answers as the conversation evolves. 
 
 
Source: Bradford Holmes is a professional SAT and Latin tutor with Varsity Tutors. He earned his B.A. 
from Harvard University and his master's degree from the University of Southern California. 

 [][][] 

http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/boston-university-2130
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/colgate-university-2701
http://www.usnews.com/products/features/education-products-best-colleges-2014
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/applying
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/2011/09/14/parents-stop-hovering-over-your-college-bound-kids
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/slideshows/10-tips-for-an-effective-college-visit
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/slideshows/10-tips-for-an-effective-college-visit
http://www.varsitytutors.com/
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/harvard-university-2155
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/university-of-southern-california-1328
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CHRISTIANS AT WORK CHRISTIANS AT WORK CHRISTIANS AT WORK 
  

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

Promoting biblical values in business can have a huge impact on lives as well as a company’s bottom line. 

This became crystal clear last year after Chick-fil-A's COO made comments about the chain's support of 
traditional marriage. The comments sparked a backlash from gay and lesbian activists.  The controversy also 
helped the company shatter sales records after former Arkansas governor and Fox commentator Mike Huckabee 
organized a "Chick-fil-A appreciation day." 
Many other big companies in America also promote Christian values, including some that might surprise you. 

1. Chick-fil-A enjoyed huge success after its COO made comments 
supporting traditional marriage. 
Founded by devout Christian Truett Cathy in 1946 Chick-fil-A has since expanded 
to become a major fast-food chain, with more than 1,500 locations in 39 states.  
Throughout its success, the company has stuck to its founder's conviction that is 
should remain closed on Sundays. 
 

2. Interstate Batteries includes references to the glory of God alongside its 
products in its online mission statement. 
According to the company's website, the mission is "to glorify God as we supply 
our customers worldwide with top quality, value-priced batteries, related electrical 
power-source products, and distribution services."  Former Company President 
Norm Miller was recognized last year by Dallas Baptist University for "his strong 
Christian leadership at Interstate Batteries as well as in the community." 
 

3. Tyson Foods employs 1290 office chaplains to provide "compassionate 
pastoral care" to employees. 
Tyson Foods is a company that embraces spirituality in the workplace. Founder 
John Tyson speaks openly about his Christian beliefs, and the company's core 
values say that it "strive(s) to honor God" and "be a faith-friendly company." 
 

4. In-N-Out, the California-based burger chain is beloved for its commitment 
to fresh ingredients and its secretive "special menu." 
It is also well known for the citation of Bible passages printed on the chain's 
cardboard cups, containers and wrappers. The company does not address 
religion or the passages on their website. Company spokesman Carl Van Fleet 
told USA Today in 2005 that the founders' son Richard Snyder instituted the 
practice. "He told me, 'It's just something I want to do.'" 
 

5. Alaska Airlines passes along an inspirational notecard with an Old 
Testament passage with your breakfast. 
Fly aboard Alaskan Air and you're likely to get some bible passages along with 
your in-flight breakfast. Each breakfast tray comes with an inspirational notecard 
printed with a passage from the Old Testament, a company tradition dating back 
several decades.  
 

6. Hobby Lobby’s #1 mission is to "Honor the Lord in all we do…” 
Hobby Lobby, a national chain of roughly 500 arts-and-craft stores in 41 states 
makes the company's religious beliefs quite clear.  The company's first mission 
statement is "Honoring the Lord in all we do by operating the company in a 
manner consistent with biblical principles," according to its website, and ends 
with, "We believe that it is by God's grace and provision that Hobby Lobby has 
endured. He has been faithful in the past, we trust Him for our future." 
 
7. Curves founder Gary Heavin is an outspoken Christian and supporter of 
conservative and religious causes. 
Curves gyms are known for creating a men-free environment where women can 
work out. Its lesser known that the company's founder Gary Heavin, is a born-
again Christian who strongly supports Pro-Life causes. He acknowledged some 
business "fallout" from his views, but thinks canceled memberships may be off-set 
by those who join because of the biblical Pro-Life stance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://corporate.interstatebatteries.com/today/
http://www.baptiststandard.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13193&Itemid=53
http://www.tysonfoods.com/About-Tyson/Company-Information/Core-Values.aspx
http://www.tysonfoods.com/About-Tyson/Company-Information/Core-Values.aspx
http://eatocracy.cnn.com/2011/02/05/poll-do-fast-food-chains-religious-leanings-flavor-your-patronage/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/2005-10-19-starbucks-quote_x.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/religion/2005-10-19-starbucks-quote_x.htm
http://www.salon.com/2004/02/27/askthepilot76/
http://www.hobbylobby.com/our_company/purpose.cfm
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/1288675/posts
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Merry Christmas From Richard and Cindee Grant 

  

 

Advantage Preparatory Schools, Inc 
PO Box 802274 
Santa Clarita, CA 91380 

    

 

…lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which 

so easily entangles us, and let us 

run with endurance 

the race that is set before us, 

fixing our eyes on Jesus…  Heb 12:1-2 
 

 

Christmas is here  

Easter is coming 

http://www.johnfehlen.com/grasping-the-ungraspable/

