
COMPOSITION*  Grades 9 - 12 
*For purposes of Educational Expectations, Cumulative Records and grade sheets, the name of this course is 

English 9 or English 10, etc. (depending on the grade level of your student). 
 

Course Objectives: 

The objectives of this course include developing students’ writing ability in various genres of writing styles, honing the 

skills of research and analysis, detecting flaws in logic through identification and prevention of logical fallacies, and 

improving vocabulary, style, and organization through careful reading and annotation of both fiction and non-fiction. 
 

Students will be able to: 

• Write in a variety of genres well and understand the time, place, and benefit for using each strategy, including but not 

limited to: persuasion/argumentation, research, compare/contrast, narrative, cause/effect, classification/division, process 

analysis, description, and definition; 

• Annotate a piece of writing for the major claim, support, rhetorical devices and strategies, syntactical structures, and 

figurative language; 

• Understand logical fallacies and how to prevent using them in written and oral communication; 

• Research a topic and carefully use quote, paraphrase, and summary to articulate their point while utilizing MLA 

standards of documentation; 

• Express maturity in their own writing through a variety of sentence structures and syntactical methods as well as 

through sophisticated diction 
 

To be able to defend the Christian perspective in an articulate and well thought out written response is an invaluable skill 

that will benefit students for years to come, if not the rest of their lives. 
 

Students from all grade levels (9-12) are welcome, provided they are capable readers, listeners, note-takers, and 

participators. Solid writing comes from immersing oneself in reading and then practicing the skill of writing as much as 

possible - this class will be actively reading several novels, short stories, and non-fiction pieces in order to develop critical 

thinking and analysis skills. 
 

This course is composed of two parts, Composition, taken in Co-Op with homework and English Grammar, taken entirely 

at home. The Composition portion of this course is ONE of the two components required for English 9 - 12. The 

Composition grade for the course will equal 50% of your student’s overall grade. The English Grammar grade will equal 

50% of your student’s overall grade. When combined, the two parts will equal the overall student grade for English 9 - 12. 
 

All 9th - 12th grade students enrolled in this course are expected to complete the English Grammar component at home as 

well as all Composition assignments. English Grammar is studied under the direction of parents using additional 

curriculum. Parents will teach and award their students grades for the English Grammar component.  
 

An English curriculum will be selected by parents and will include instruction in grammar, spelling, etc. The English 

Grammar component will be taken entirely at home, while the Composition component will be taken in Co-Op with 

homework overseen by the parent.    
 

When the English Grammar component is added to this Composition component the combined instruction satisfies the 

high school English requirement for the student at their grade level (grade 9 - 12). It does not, however, satisfy the high 

school British Literature or American Literature requirement. 
 

Cost per semester: $150 per student, per semester (1.5 hr. per week course) 

Min. # of students: 8 Max. # of students: 15  
 

This is a two semester course and is worth ten units. 

A grade will be issued by the instructor for the Composition component at the end of each semester.  

A grade will be issued by the parent for the Grammar component at the end of each semester. 

Combined, these two grades will equal the semester grade for English 9-12. 
 

Texts:  

1. The Norton Field Guide to Writing with Readings and Handbook (2
nd

 ed.) (ISBN: 978-0393933826) 

2. Norton Critical Edition of Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (ISBN: 978-0393927931)  

3. Norton Critical Edition of Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe (ISBN: 978-0393933994) 

5. A grade level appropriate English curriculum selected by the parent for instruction at home, including rigorous  

    vocabulary study. 

 



Instructor: Morgan Voorhis 

Morgan Voorhis received her B.A. in English Literature, an M.A. in English, and is finishing the last semester of a second 

M.A. in Linguistics. She began her teaching journey in the California Community College system and has taught at: 

Compton College, El Camino College, LA Mission College, Fremont College, and California State University Northridge. 

While she has presented at a number of conferences, her favorite was “Never-Never Land: The Sacred Spaces in 

Children’s Literature”. Her areas of specialization are American and Children’s Literatures, as well as the works of C.S. 

Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien. She and her husband, John, have two children, Declan and Isla, and another on the way. Mrs. 

Voorhis is an avid Los Angeles Kings fan, and she enjoys swimming and reading historical fiction in her spare time. The 

family recently moved to the Santa Clarita Valley and serves and worships at Grace Baptist Church. 


