
 

 

US HISTORY Grade:  7-8 

 

Course Description: 

This course is a study of the social, cultural, and political changes that occurred from the founding of America until 

the mid 19
th
 century.  This course examines the growing economic interaction between America and other countries as 

well as the exchange of ideas, beliefs, technologies, and commodities. Students will explore the origins and movement 
toward an independent America.  Focus will be given to the foundational years of the American government.  

Together, we will trace the expansion westward as well as the trials the Civil War brought on the nation.  Students 

will analyze the Industrial Revolution and evaluate how it shaped our hunger for continued growth. The course 
develops critical thinking skills, communication, historical research techniques, and geographic literacy. Finally, 

students will see the truth of God in action and establish principles for living.  

Course Objectives: 

1.    Define and use basic terms from U.S. history that are essential in understanding and explaining God’s providence. 

2.    Interpret historical maps that are found in atlases of U.S. history. 

3.    Evaluate historical narratives and original documents for accuracy and historic perspectives.  

4.    Interpret common tools of historians, such as time lines, graphs, and charts. 
5.    Discern God’s providence in any era by showing the impact of physical geography and circumstances on the 

course of events in U.S. history. 

6.    Use the Bible to evaluate social, economic, and political systems or philosophies in any era. 

7.    Identify the variety of challenges that Christians faced in each era and draw lessons for today.  

8.    Explain the causes of historic crises, give the Bible’s solution, and find parallels to current issues in America. 
 

Cost per semester:  $110, per class, per semester (1.0 hr.  per week course) 

Min. number of students:  8  Max.  number of students:  15 
 

Text:  The American Republic, BJU 2nd edition  

             The American Republic Student Activities Workbook, BJU 2nd edition 

The American Republic tests AND test answer key  

                                        
Instructor:  Mrs. Melissa Terrano 

I graduated from USC with a major in Communications and double minoring in Business and Spanish. After 

seeking experience in the classroom and confirmation that teaching was my calling, I pursued my teaching 

credential through Cal State University Bakersfield. I graduated the credential program with a GPA of 4.0 

and so excited to start my teaching career. During my credential program I was able to teach in a sixth grade 

classroom as well as a kindergarten classroom. Upon graduation, I began my teaching career at Legacy 

Christian Academy. I taught third grade for three years at Legacy Christian Academy and then left to stay 

home with daughter, Ava (now almost 2 years old). Since I left my teaching position at Legacy in 2010, I 

have been tutoring consistently. I have been working with students in high school, junior high, second 

through sixth grades and even kindergarten. I work one-on-one with students in math, writing, grammar, 

reading comprehension, spanish, school projects, and preparation for tests. God has blessed me so much 

with the opportunity to teach students and help them grow and learn in their educational journey. I am 

thrilled for this experience at teaching within a homeschool group and can't wait to learn more about this 

area of education, but also be a part of your students' learning experience and development. 
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