
The Lion’s Roar Following the Light   John 8:12 Page 1 of 22 

 

The Lion’s Roar 
 

Volume 22 Issue 4 Published Quarterly by Advantage Preparatory Schools, Inc.    $2.00 December 2014 
  

The Lion’s Roar is published four times a year by Advantage Preparatory Schools, Inc. 
PO Box 802274 Santa Clarita, CA 91380      (661) 296-LION      www.APS4Me.com    Richard Grant, Editor.    Yearly subscription $6.00 

 
 

THE CORE OF CORE 

 
You shall know the truth and 

the truth shall set you free 

TEACH GRATITUDE 

COMMON CORE 
HELPS HOME 

SCHOOLERS GROW 

HOW TO TEACH 
GRATITUDE TO 

YOUR CHILDREN 
 

 
  

  

 

It’s one thing to have your kids go 

around the Thanksgiving table and 
politely say what they’re grateful for 
once a year. But teaching the fine 
art of gratitude on a daily basis? 
That’s the real challenge — 
especially when so many of us 
parents are still struggling with the 
concept ourselves. 

“As far as being gracious 
and appreciative, that comes from 
the example we set,” Wendy 
Mogel, clinical psychologist and 
author of the bestselling “The 
Blessing of a Skinned Knee,” tells 
Yahoo Parenting. “Are we 
criticizing them or their school? Are 
we gossiping? It’s important to 
think about how much we 
demonstrate gratitude in front of 
our children. To be grateful to our 
children and in front of our children 
— instead of demanding reflexive 
appreciation — is the best lesson.” 

 

Continued on Page 2 

over the past few years,” Vanessa 
Jeter, a spokeswoman for the 
North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction, told 
FoxNews.com.  
“Since 2012-13, our statewide 
enrollment has increased by 
27,512 students.” 

But the rise in 
homeschooling is continuing to 
grow, and the rollout this fall of 
Common Core is giving it added 
momentum, according to Glyn 
Wright, executive director of the 
Eagle Forum. 

“The uptick in 
homeschooling has become a 
trend across the nation over the 
past couple of years, even in 
states like New York and 
California,” Wright said.  

“Americans have 
rejected the Common Core 
initiative because they are tired 
of unaccountable federal 
bureaucracy, especially when it 
comes to their child’s education, 
and because they are seeing first-
hand the poor quality and content 
of the Standards that are meant to 
prepare children for the workforce 
instead of giving them a well-
rounded, superior education.”  

Continued on Page 4 
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The home-schooling boom is 

getting a new push due to 
opposition to Common Core, the 
controversial national education 
standard that some parents claim 
is using their children’s public 
school lessons to push a political 
agenda, according to critics of the 
Washington-backed curriculum. 

North Carolina, already a 
home-schooling hotbed, saw a 14 
percent rise last year in the 
number of students being 
educated at home, according to a 
report from Heartlander Magazine. 
Similar increases have been seen 
in Virginia, California and New 
York, according to education 
activists. 

“If you look at national and 
even state polls, you can see that 
the more familiar people become 
with Common Core, the more they 
dislike it,” Bob Lubke, a senior 
policy analyst for the North 
Carolina-based Civitas Institute, 
told FoxNews.com. “They feel like 
they are losing control of what their 
kids are learning.” 

An official for the North 
Carolina Department of Public 
Instruction, which oversees the 
state's public schools, says that the 
uptick in home-school enrollment 
has had no negative effect. In fact 
they say it is the opposite. 

“We have experienced a 
statewide increase in enrollment 

http://www.aps4me.com/
http://news.heartland.org/newspaper-article/2014/11/06/common-core-spurs-increase-homeschooling-north-carolina
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TEACH GRATITDE                                              TEACH GRATITUDE 
 

 

 
 

  

 

Continued from Page 1 
 

With that idea in mind (the good ole “practice 
what you preach”), Yahoo Parenting presents to you the 
gift of gratitude lessons: 
 

Accept that they won’t stop wanting things. “We don’t 

want to be mad at the children for their longings, which 
are a form of passion and desire,” Mogel says. “Plus, 
they have been brainwashed by advertising.” Instead of 
getting angry about your little one’s burning desire for 
that singing Elsa doll, acknowledge it, and then suggest 
putting it on the Christmas or birthday list. Or, better, yet, 
suggest she purchase it with her own allowance or gift 
money. “You’ll find the desire evaporates very quickly,” 
Mogel notes with a giggle. 
 

Resist spoiling. “If your child has an expectation that 

they’re coming home with something every time you both 
go to the store, that’s how you know you’ve crossed the 
line,” notes Jill Rigby Garner, parenting expert and author 
of “Raising Unselfish Children In a Self-Absorbed World.” 
Instead, “Take back authority and say ‘No’,” she 
suggests. “Rather than worrying about their moment-to-
moment happiness, focus on their full-blown joy.” Do 
that, Garner explains, by taking away instant gratification. 
To wit: When her now-grown twin boys were small, and 
they would go through the bank drive-thru, she would 
always refuse the teller’s offer of lollipops; it became 
such a habit, in fact, that her sons would join her in 
happily saying, “No thank you, not today.” But every rare 
once in a while, she would surprise them by saying, “Yes, 
that would make a nice treat today.” And they were 
overjoyed — and appreciative. 
 

Teach them the power of giving. While Garner 

suggests not giving in to demands for treats when you’re 
out grocery shopping, she says that doing it sometimes is 
fine — but with a twist. “One day, say, ‘Why don’t you 
pick out two treats, and we’ll give one away.’ Give them 
the money in their hand to make the purchase, and then 
allow her to give one away to someone else right away,” 
she says. Whether it’s another child in the store or a 
person in need outside on the street, she notes, “That 
truly is experiential learning, because at that moment 
they are getting and, right away, giving. It’s a great way 
to instill gratefulness.” Because giving often feels better 
than receiving. 
 

Point out the generosity of others. Andrea Hussong, 

professor of psychology of University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill and lead researcher of a new study, “Raising 
Grateful Children,” has been looking at ways that parents 
of kids ages 6 to 9 aim to teach gratitude. Techniques 
ranged from saying thanks before meals to everyone  
reflecting on their days together each evening. And 
Hussong adds her own suggestion for Yahoo Parenting: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Help a child to recognize that he or she received 
something, and that whoever gave her the gift or 
did something nice didn’t have to do that,” she 
says. Then ask them how they feel about it, and 
highlight their positive emotions, such as “I feel 
good.” 
 

Understand when they’re too overwhelmed to feel 
thankful. Now here’s a common scenario: Your kid 

gets lavished with presents, either at a birthday party 
or family holiday gathering. And instead of being filled 
with thanks and appreciation, she expresses 
dissatisfaction over not receiving the one thing she 
really wanted. And you are embarrassed and 
frustrated by her attitude. But, Mogel points out, “She 
didn’t ask for all those presents. There are too many. 
Plus, she has fresh new longings every day, just as 
we do.” Garner notes that, in the case of a child acting 
spoiled in the midst of opening piles of birthday 
presents, a simple redirect could do the trick. “I would 
probably disrupt the moment and say, ‘you know 
what? We’re not going to open any more presents 
right now. But this is the perfect time to give your 
guests their favors.’” 
 

Avoid shaming. Even when your kid is driving you 

bonkers, whining and demanding and never saying 
thanks, it’s important to keep something in mind: 
“Shaming a child never works,” Garner says. 
“Punishment makes a child feel rotten. So when you 
say ‘the kids in Africa have nothing,’ or ‘why are you 
so selfish?’ you’re setting them up to rebel, and you 
reinforce behavior you’re trying to change.” 
 

Be mindful of teaching consumerism. Whenever 

we spend time gleefully shopping online, talking about 
the material items we desire, or expressing serious 
satisfaction over finding the object of our desire and 
ordering it with a swipe of our credit card (and who 
hasn’t done that?), we are “unwittingly and 
unconsciously teaching” our children how to long for 
more and more and more, says Mogel. A simple bit of 
awareness about our own behavior can go a long 
way. 
 
Source: Beth Greenfield Senior Writer Yahoo Parenting 
 

 

 

http://hussong.web.unc.edu/drrl/drrl/the-raising-grateful-children-study/
http://hussong.web.unc.edu/drrl/drrl/the-raising-grateful-children-study/
https://www.yahoo.com/parenting/author/beth-greenfield
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02/03/15 – 
03/10/15  Tues  
 

(K – 6 PE will 
not be held 
during these 
dates) 
 
 

Time: 
12:45 pm –    
  2:30 pm 
 
Cost:  
$30 per bowler 
for 
6-week session 
 
Location: 
SCV –  
23700 Lyons 
Ave. Newhall 
 

 
 

APS BOWLING Class: Co-op is excited 

to invite ALL APS FAMILIES to join us for our 
6-week segment of bowling at Valencia Lanes 
in SCV. 
 

This event is open to all family members 
ages 4 years – adult. (Yes, parents can bowl too!)   
 

ALL 7th – 12th graders, especially APS 6th, 
8th and 12th grade graduates, are highly 
encouraged to join us! 
 

Participants will receive age-appropriate 
instruction on the fundamentals of bowling 
and sportsmanship and all will receive a 
certificate and a treat at the end of our 
segment. 
 

We have the whole bowling alley available to 
us so please come join us! 
The cost is only $30 per bowler 
 

Cost includes use of bowling balls and bumpers 
plus shoe rental and 90 minutes of bowling each 
week! We always have such a great time with lots 
of our APS friends! 
 

Make checks payable to Valencia Lanes. 

APS Bowling Class 
 

Parent Name__________________________ 
 

 Total # of Bowlers ____ x$30 = Amt Paid $_____ 
                                                  

 

        Make checks payable to “Valencia Lanes”. 
 

 Child Name________________ Grade Level____ 
 

 Child Name________________ Grade Level____ 
 

 Child Name________________ Grade Level____ 
 
 Phone #_________________________ 
 
Email______________@____________.________ 

 
 Mail Coupon, Payment  & SASE by 12/20/14 to: 

 

Susan Todd 
28330 Gibraltar Lane, 

Castaic, CA 91384 

 

01/06/15 Tues 
Time: 1:00 -
2:30p 
 
Cost: $6 per child 
 

Grades: K-6 
Location: 
SCV - Valencia 
Meadows Park 
PE is being held 
after 

Teaching 
Tuesdays 
near where TT 
is held.   
 
Sign up for 
either or both 
by coupon 
 
MAKE 
CHECKS 
PAYABLE TO 
Susan Todd 
 

 
 

APS K-6 PE CO-OP: JAN – MAY:  

Our fun PE Co-op continues in the second 
semester for all K-6ers and their preschool 
siblings! 
Come join us for kickball, obstacle courses, 
flag football, soccer, volleyball, and softball, 
PLUS several FREE PLAY days and a fun, 
end-of-the-year excursion to the swimming 
pool!  
PAT (Play and Treat) Days, Christian 
Character and Attendance Awards, plus 
support for the Presidential Champions 
program will continue of course!   
Optional: Come early (12:30pm) for 
lunch; Bring your own food and join your 
friends for some fun and fellowship before the 
official 1:00pm start time of PE! 
Parents will be asked to help with coaching 
and childcare, as well as providing needed 
equipment, (balls, mitts, etc.). We look 
forward to seeing all of our APS friends! 
 

Registration for K-6 P.E. CO-OP JAN – MAY 
requires a new coupon for the second 
semester. PE Classes will be held from 
01/06/15 - 05/05/15. No PE on 03/31/15. 
 

Optional APS Bowling Class will run 2/3 - 3/10/15 in lieu 
of the regular K-6 PE Class. Sign up by separate 
coupon 

SCV K-6 PE CO-OP JAN – MAY 
 

Parent-Helper’s Name________________________ 
 

Total Number enrolled______  
 

Please mark 1 or more: 
 

I will coach the following sport: ____________  

I will help in whatever way I can. 

I’m not sure what would be best for me to do. 

I can provide childcare during the PE class. 
 

Child Name_________________ Grade Level____ 
 

Child Name_________________ Grade Level____ 
 

Child Name_________________ Grade Level____ 
 

Phone #__________________ Amt Paid $______ 
 

Email_____________@____________.__________ 
 

Mail Coupon, Payment  ASAP 
by 12/19/14 to: Susan Todd  

28330 Gibraltar Lane,  Castaic, CA 91384 
BOWLING will take place 2/3 - 3/10/15 – PE 

will not be held during these dates. 
An additional separate coupon is needed for 

Bowling 
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     THE CORE OF CORE        HOMESCHOOL SURVIVOR 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 Continued from Page 1 
Proponents of homeschooling say nearly 2 
million students are being homeschooled 
nationwide. 
 “It’s not surprising that we are 
seeing a lot of this as of late,” William 
Estrada, director of federal relations for the 
Home School Legal Defense Association, 
said. “When it comes to Common Core, we 
see a hastening by parents. For them, it’s 
the final straw after many concerns about 
the education of their children.” 
 "There’s been a battle for a long 
time, where parents feel that they do not 
have enough of a say when it comes to 
their child’s education,” he added. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Although 46 states initially signed 
on to all or part of Common Core, Indiana, 
Oklahoma and South Carolina have 
repealed it and similar movements are 
under way in Missouri, North Carolina and 
Louisiana. Alaska, Nebraska, Texas and 
Virginia never signed on. Most of the 
participating states implemented the 
standards at the beginning of the current 
school year. In addition to objecting to 
national control over curriculum, critics 
have complained that a creeping left-wing 
agenda has made its way into Common 
Core approved curriculum, including 
textbooks and lesson plans designed to 
conform to the standards. 
 Tar Heel state lawmakers have 
formed the Academic Standards Review 
Commission, which intends to replace the 
Common Core standards with an 
alternative plan should the state repeal its 
participation. But even if states such as 
North Carolina scrap Common Core, 
skeptical parent groups may not be 
satisfied. In Indiana and Oklahoma, parents 
groups have accused the states of simply 
replacing the national standard with a 
similar one, under a different name and 
using the same lesson plans. 
 
Source: FoxNews 
 
 
Sorry, Common Core. Last night just wasn’t 
your night. Voters resoundingly sided with 
candidates who rejected Common Core 

"There’s been a battle for a 
long time, where parents 
feel that they do not have 
enough of a say when it 

comes to their child’s 
education,” 

 
Disclaimer: This article is not meant to discredit real abuse. 

Real abuse happens within all walks of life. It does need to be 

addressed and dealt with – with punishment for the offender and 

healing for the very real victim. 

But this article is a satire about a life that often seems hard 

and unfair. What child does not think life is unfair at times? 

 

Six years have passed since I graduated from what I have been 

trained to call formal education. I was taught that education was 

about more than the books and grades, so we called our 
curriculum, our scheduled learning, “formal education”. It is all 
documented in those records we kept, just in case anyone accused 
us of not doing real school. 

It took me most of the last six years to really understand 
what was done to me during those years of “home schooling“. 
Firstly, and most importantly, I was never allowed to stop learning. 
How cruel is that? 

 I was never allowed to shut the book, drop the pencil, 
pack it up and go home because I’d served my time for the 
day. We, my siblings and I,  were “encouraged” to be always 
learning, to find the “why” for everything. Even now as an adult, my 
mind seeks out reason for everything. 

That said, when it was decent weather, we were forced 
outside. We had to go find leaves or bugs for a unit study, (what’s 
up with “home schooling” and unit studies? As if everything is 
connected… gah.) Oh, and if the old lady who lived up the street 
needed help carrying in her groceries, we were forced to 
stop doing math and go help her. Math! We stopped math class to 
help people.  

One of the very worst things about “home 
schooling” was the socialization.Surprisingly enough. Most 
people assume because “home schoolers” school at home there 
isn’t any opportunity to interact with other people. I wish that were 
true. 

Continued on Page 7 
 

http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/home-education/
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/?s=homeschooling
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/learning-at-home-part-4-lifelong-learners/
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/?s=homeschooling
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/?s=socialization
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/from-a-homeschool-victim-who-obviously-survived/
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MORE COMMON CORE                           SWING DANCE CLASS – YES! 
 

 

  

You are here 

 COMMON CORE LOSES ELECTION 
by Lindsey Burke 

Sorry, Common Core. Election Night just wasn’t your 

night. Voters resoundingly sided with candidates 
who rejected Common Core national standards 
and tests and promised to restore state and local 
control of education. 

Two races for state superintendent were 
particularly notable in this regard. In Arizona, Diane 
Douglas ran on an anti–Common Core platform during 
her campaign for the state’s top education post. She 
appears to have clinched the job. As Politico noted, 
“Republican Diane Douglas — another staunch 
opponent of the Common Core — was leading in the 
state superintendent race early Wednesday with 87 
percent of the vote counted. . . . Her victory would be a 
huge win for the anti-Common Core movement.” 

Richard Woods will become Georgia’s new 
state superintendent. Woods also campaigned on an 
anti–Common Core platform and has pledged to work 
to create Georgia-based standards to determine what 
will be taught in the Peach State. 

In South Carolina, Molly Spearman won her 
bid for state superintendent. The state withdrew from 
Common Core earlier this year. In writing the Palmetto 
State’s own education standards, Spearman is 
expected to follow the lead of Governor Nikki Haley. 
Over in Wyoming, Jillian Balow won the race for 
superintendent. She has suggested that she’ll review 
that state’s involvement in Common Core. 

The potential for Arizona and Georgia to reject 
Common Core and forge a new path forward is 
particularly notable. 

Douglas told the Arizona Republic she was 
optimistic about the results, and that “voters were 
voicing their opposition to Common Core standards, 
her key issue in the campaign.” And Arizona 
Governor-elect Doug Ducey has said the state can do 
better than federally funded standards, which should 
not be imposed from the top down. 

Momentum against Common Core has been 
mounting. Already this year four states — Indiana, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina, and Louisiana — withdrew 
from the national standards and tests.  More than a 
dozen other states have either exited or downgraded 
their involvement with the assessment component. 
Last night parents, teachers, and taxpayers continued 
that momentum, underscoring their opposition to 
Common Core by voting for candidates who support 
state and local control of education. 
 
Source: National Review Online 
— Lindsey Burke is the Will Skillman Fellow in 
Education at the Heritage Foundation. 

APS Swing & Line Dance Class 

 
APS Parents (and other adults), Seniors, Juniors 
and 10

th
 graders are invited to attend this class. 

 

APS is again offering private swing-dance lessons.  It is 
hoped that these APS-only classes will help students 
and their parents learn some cool dance moves so that 
they can fully enjoy the Senior Formal.   
 

Those NOT attending the Formal are welcome to 
join the class.  Those who took the class in 
previous years should sign up again.  
The class is open to all APS parents, APS families 
attending the APS formal and their guests (APS-moms 
and dads, seniors, siblings, etc). 
 

Space is limited, so we ask that no non-dancing siblings 
“come to watch” the classes.  
The course will be canceled if the minimum is not met. 
 

WHEN:   Thursday evenings 7:00 – 8:30 pm  
   2/19; 2/26; 3/05; 3/12; 4/09; 04/16 

 

WHERE: Grace Baptist Church, SCV 
No class 3/19, 3/26, 4/02 due to Easter 

 

COST:    $30 per person. 
  (only $5 per session for the 6-week class) 

All class fees must be paid in full by the deadline. 
As usual, there are no refunds. 
 

Please make your check payable to APS.  
Send coupon, SASE, and payment by 02/01/15 to: 

APS 
PO Box 802274  Santa Clarita, CA 91380 
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SWING DANCE & LINE DANCE CLASS 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Attending Parent Name________________________ 
 

Child Name_________________  Grade Level______ 
Child Name_________________  Grade Level______ 
Child Name_________________  Grade Level______ 
Child Name_________________  Grade Level______ 
 

Adult Dancer Name_________________ 
Adult Dancer Name_________________ 
Adult Dancer Name_________________ 
Adult Dancer Name_________________ 
 

Total Number of Male Dancers     ______ 
Total Number of Female Dancers ______ 
 

Total Number to Attend_______ x $30 = _________ 
Phone #__________________  Amt Paid $_______ 
 

My child(ren) will be in the care of a temporary   

        guardian.  (Write name on back of coupon.) 
 

Mail Coupon, SASE and Payment by 02/01/15 to: 
APS  - P.O. Box 802274  Santa Clarita CA 91380 

 

 

Swing Dance Class is FUN and 
HEALTHY.  You CAN do it, 

really!  It is so much fun! 
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        HOMESCHOOL SURVIVOR                           HOMESCHOOL SURVIVOR 
  

 

Continued from Page 4 

You see, I’m an introvert. 
I HATE talking to new people,        

I HATE HATE HATE speaking in front 
of a crowd.  I loathe the thought of 
small talk. But when you homeschool 
you have to interact with everybody; 
your family, the other families in your co-op, the people 
at soccer practice, your voice teacher, your piano 
teacher, the people at the gym and Wal-Mart; you are 
almost always surrounded by people of varying ages 
and ethnicities.  

My Mom was a special kind of cruel, you 
see, she MADE me take public speaking, knowing I 
hated it! She signed me up for speech classes and 
public speaking competitions.  

Do you know what that did to me as an 
adult? It removed every excuse my introverted-self had 
for shying away from leadership responsibilities in 
business, in charity work, even in sports. Now when the 
need arises for a speaker, for a leader, my training, my 
conditioning kicks in and because I’m able, it’s 
expected that I contribute. 

Homeschooling forced me to 
become a well-rounded and thoughtful 
adult. It stole from me the typical teen experiences. I 

was never bullied, which from what I’ve gathered is a 
character building experience. I never had the 
opportunity to spend hours (weeks, months, years) 
crushing on a guy I’d never really end up with. 

I never had the chance to get 
caught up in high school drama or 
participate in trivial gossip like a normal 
girl. Instead my time was spent taking 
care of people, of learning practical boring things 

like cooking and quilting. So, now as an adult I can feed 
you and keep you warm, but I’m a little awkward 
around shallow people. 

I have my mother to thank for every twang 
of guilt when I don’t do a job completely, I mean, who 
does everything completely anyway?  

I have no idea how I survived the mental 
trauma of being raised by two people who honestly 
thought it best for me to pursue a few deep  
relationships versus having a ton of friends. Like, 
totally not cool.   

We had “free time” in the afternoons. I 
remember being kinda lost during that time. We could 
go do whatever we wanted. How does anyone think 
that is healthy? Shouldn’t kids be micro managed? 
I mean, do you have any idea the mischief we got into?  

 

We built teepes in the woods (where we could 
have gotten bit by a tick and contracted Lyme 
disease!) and rode our bikes without helmets. 

We were forced to work;  physically. This is a 
dark part of my sordid tale. We were forced to help with 
family business. When the family catered an event, we 
kids were right there, cutting vegetables and washing 
dishes. When my father needed an extra hand on a 
home improvement job we were there to hand him 
tools, load and unload the truck, sweep floors, etc… 
See physical work I tell ya! 
Sure, I learned a lot and by the time I applied for my 
first job. I was hired the next day because my resume 
(which learning how to write a resume was a 
mandatory part of high school) looked fantastic.  

But what my resume doesn’t tell you is that my 
parents saw through every detail of my work. They 
started me on chores when I was tall enough to reach 
the sink, with the help of a stool.   As a 6 year old I 
had to do extra chores for any sort of extra cash. 
Allowance? Oh no, we were told that, “you work, you 
eat”.  I don’t know where they found such 
capitalistic propaganda. I don’t care that that is 
how the real world operates, I was just a kid. 

I would rather have thought that everything 
would come to me because I was special and unique. I 
think I could have coped with the harsh realities of life if 
I had been sheltered from them till I was an adult. 
Oh, and I never go to eat cafeteria food; ever. I had to 
eat things like salads and homemade bread with 
strawberry preserves. To this day I’m a food snob and 
it’s “home schooling” to blame. 

So what does a “home school” survivor 
look like? In my case it looks like a 23 year old with a 
plan to build a cooking school for kids who age-out of 
foster care. It looks like a girl who loves her 
parents, who finds her worth in Christ, not fashion or 
fads and whose best friend is her sister. It looks like a 
girl who shows up early and stays late for both of her 
jobs. It looks like a young adult who doesn’t disdain 
authority. It looks like a happy, healthy, hardworking, 
humorous, semi-normal woman. Which, I guess isn’t 
so terrible. 

 
Written by Olivia Brodock, author of No More Wasted 
Years, and is a chef, peer counselor and board 
member at a local crisis pregnancy center, writer, 
missionary and visionary.  
She lives on beautiful Straight Mountain in North 
Alabama, where she attempts to carry out the Great 
Commission with her family. 
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http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/?s=bread
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/?s=bread
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/?s=bread
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/?s=bread
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/?s=bread
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/?s=bread
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/?s=bread
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/no-more-wasted-years-olivia-brodock/
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/no-more-wasted-years-olivia-brodock/
http://teachinggoodthings.com/blog/no-more-wasted-years-olivia-brodock/
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We are excited that our spring volleyball program will be held at:    

Legacy Volleyball Club  28369 Constellation Rd., Valencia CA 91355   
APS Volleyball will take place Friday afternoons from 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm. 

Fri 01/23/15 to 05/22/15 
We are very excited to be able to use a bigger gym 
than previous years for our volleyball program. 
The location is conveniently located to families in both 
the SCV & SFV, and will also allow for post-game 
‘hang-time’ at the local Habit which are near the gym! 

 
 

We hope the APS Volleyball program becomes a family activity giving both parents the 
opportunity to cheer for their kids and help with the volleyball program. The gymnasium has 
plenty of seating for parents and siblings and bathrooms are readily accessible. 
 

1. Siblings must be with a parent at all times.  Parents who are coaching, score 
keeping, line judging, etc must make arrangements for another adult to supervise their 
non-player children, otherwise the non-player children may not attend. 

2. Children (including team members) may not run / roam around the gymnasium or 
surrounding areas. 

3. Children (including team members) who roam away from parents or otherwise violate 
the rules will lose the privilege of attending future volleyball sessions. 

 

If any of rules are violated we run the risk of losing out on this great opportunity. 
Our students’, siblings’ and parents’ best behavior is expected. 
 

Thank you for your participation, 
 

Danny Carver 
 

Danny Carver 
APS Volleyball Team Manager 

dkcarver7@att.net 
 

 

 

DIRECTIONS: On Kelly Johnson, after the 

sharp right curve to Kelly Johnson, you will 

see a flashing yellow sign and a 35mph sign. 

Turn right into the driveway, just before the 

35mph sign. This is the back parking lot to the 

building. We are in the 3rd unit to the right as 

you look at the back of the building. You 

should see a Legacy Volleyball sign on the 

back door. 

 

LAST CHANCE 

TO SIGN UP 

Not signed-up? E-mail Danny to 

see if there is any more room. 

mailto:dkcarver7@att.net
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                  MORE KIDS           HOMESCHOOL THAN PRIVATE SCHOOL 
 

 

  

  The following was provided by APS-Dad 

extraordinaire Gene McDonald – thanks Gene. 

 

In One State, More Children Homeschool 

Than Attend Private Schools.   
 

In North Carolina, the number of homeschoolers has 
now surpassed the number of students attending 
private schools. 

That statistic may seem shocking if you’ve 
been a stranger to the growth of the homeschooling 
movement, which has rapidly increased in recent 
decades. 

In 1973, there were approximately 13,000 
children, ages 5 to 17, being homeschooled in the 
United States. But according to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, as of the 2011-2012 school year, 
that number has grown to almost 1.8 million or 
approximately 3.4 percent of the school age 
population. Other sources report numbers well over 2 
million. 

In the Tar Heel state (NC) alone, 

homeschooling has increased by 
27 percent over the past two years. 

Those are pretty impressive numbers for a movement 
considered “fringe” not that long ago and that has only 
been legal in all 50 states since 1996. 

So, why are more parents making the choice to 
homeschool? As with many decisions, it’s rarely one 
single factor. The Department of Education, which 
surely isn’t happy with the trend, has tracked the issue 
since 2003. 
According to its findings: 

 In 2003, 85 percent of parents said they chose 
homeschooling because of “a concern about 
the school environment” which included worry 
about safety, drugs or negative peer pressure. 
That number jumped to 91 percent by 2011. 

 In 2003, 72 percent said “a desire to provide 
religious or moral instruction” was a major 
reason. In 2011, that number had increased to 
77 percent. 

 In 2003, 68 percent said “dissatisfaction with 
academic instruction at other schools” 
contributed to their decision. By 2011, that was 
up to 74 percent. 

 
And my guess is when the figures are reported related 
to the past two years you’ll see the number of parents 
citing “dissatisfaction with academic instruction” spike 
with the growing uprising against Common Core and 
national standards. Those who run local homeschooling 
groups in North Carolina say Common Core is a big 
factor. 

Naturally, those representing the public 
education establishment don’t find homeschooling up to 
their standards. The National Education Association, 
the country’s largest teacher’s union, declared in a 2011 
resolution:  

“The National Education Association believes 
that homeschooling programs based on parental choice 
cannot provide the student with a comprehensive 
education experience.” 

But, there is quite a gap between what the NEA 
believes about homeschooling and the actual results 
from homeschooling. 

 According to Education News: 
Recent studies laud homeschoolers’ academic 
success, noting their significantly higher ACT-
Composite scores as high schoolers and higher 
grade point averages as college students. Yet 
surprisingly, the average expenditure for the 
education of a homeschooled child, per year, is 
$500 to $600, compared to an average expenditure 
of $10,000 per child, per year, for public school 
students. 

What is not calculated in the cost line above for 
homeschooling is the time spent by a parent teaching. 
But the bottom line is still the same – overall, 
homeschooling costs less than public education 
and produces better results. 
Add that to the growing list of reasons fewer children 
are getting on a school bus this year.  [][][] 
Source: The Daily Signal 

  

http://www.newsobserver.com/2014/08/13/4069580_home-schooling-accelerating-in.html?rh=1
http://www.nheri.org/
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2013/2013028/tables/table_07.asp
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2013/2013028/tables/table_07.asp
http://www.nheri.org/HomeschoolPopulationReport2010.pdf
http://www.hslda.org/LandingPages/national-advocacy.asp
http://www.hslda.org/LandingPages/national-advocacy.asp
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009030.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2009/2009030.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2013/2013028/tables/table_08.asp
http://www.peiowa.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/NEA_Resolutions_2011.pdf
http://www.peiowa.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/NEA_Resolutions_2011.pdf
http://www.educationnews.org/parenting/number-of-homeschoolers-growing-nationwide/
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LIVING WAX MUSEUM LIVING WAX MUSEUM LIVING WAX MUSEUM 
  

Living Wax Museum 
Activity:  Students will select a historical person to research. 

They should write a paragraph that includes the answers to  
 the following questions: 

1. What is your full, original name? 
2. When and where were you born? 
3. What were some interesting things that 
    happened to you? 
4. Why did you become famous? 
  
Students should select an appropriate costume that their 
character might  have worn during their lifetime.   
Parents are responsible for providing their children with an 
appropriate costume, make-up, props, etc.  
 
Each figure will come up with a clever way to begin their presentation (to make their character “come alive”).  As 
visitors mill about the museum, they will stop at the various figures scattered throughout the room and follow the 
directions posted by the child (parents) to bring the character alive. 
 

For example, if a participant is a queen, they might post instructions telling guests to curtsey or bow.  When a 
guest curtseys or bows the character will "come alive" and recite the paragraph that they wrote.  Once they have 
finished, they will strike a pose and "freeze" until a new guest comes along and begins the process over again.  
(Understandably, some students will be able to "freeze", while others will be fidgety due to age constraints.) 

  

INVITE grandparents, friends, etc. to visit our wax museum.  The more guests we have the more fun it will be for 

the students. We have scheduled the event on a Thursday evening.  We hope dads, grandparents and friends can 
come. 
 

Additional materials:   Students are encouraged to put together a display board (similar to the 

three paneled science fair type board), with the following items displayed: 
1.            Title - Name of your historical person 
2.            Timeline - Record important dates and events in the life of your person. 
3.            Vocabulary - List new words that you learned during your research. 
4.            Portrait - Draw a detailed illustration of your person. 
5.            Bibliography - Document all resources you used for your research. 
6.            Reflection - Reflect on your person's life.  Write a brief summary explaining what you  

  liked or disliked about  your person and why. 

3/26/15 Thur 
Time: 
Participants’ 
Set-up 6:30 p 
Doors Open to 
Guests 7:00 p 
Cost: $3.00 per 
participant 
 

Participants: 
Grades: 3 – 12 
Guests: Open to all 
family members & 
friends 
Location: 
17069 Mindora Ct.  

Granada Hills 91344 

Living Wax Museum: FUN with 
Research, History, Drama / Speech, & Costumes 
 

Research a historical figure and bring them to life 
in the APS Living Wax Museum!  
 

This is a fun event for kids to incorporate 
research, public speaking, and drama.  
 

Each child will have the opportunity to bring their 
character to life for an evening of learning for 
both participants and guests. 
This event is open to APS student participants in 
grades 3-12.  
The cost is $3 per participant.  Make checks 
payable to APS. Guests coming to view the 
Living Wax Museum are Free.  Guest viewing is 
open to all family members & friends. 

Living Wax Museum  
Parent Name__________________________ 
 

Total # participants  _____  x$3.00 = _______  
Total amount  paid : _______ 
Participants: 

Child Name________________ Grade Level____ 
Child Name________________ Grade Level____ 
Child Name________________ Grade Level____ 

 

Please contact me, I would love to help. 
Email______________@_____________.______ 

 

Send coupon, payment by 02/03/15 to: 
Deanna Meadows 

34371 Lavery Canyon Rd, 
Agua Dulce, CA 91390 
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        The Satanic Children’s            Public School    Curriculum  
 

 

 
 

  

 

News from the planet Bizarro 

Kids in Florida public schools 

could soon be coloring between 
the… horns? 
 
Satanic Temple submitted a coloring book 
to the Orange County School District, 
requesting permission to distribute them to 
students. 

The submission comes after a 
judge ruled that religious pamphlets of all 
kinds can be distributed following a lawsuit 
by the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation. 
From the Orlando Sentinel: 

The coloring book features 
cartoon children performing Satanic rituals 
and drawing pentagrams in school, along 
with a word search for words like 
"acceptance" and "friends" and a maze to 
reach the Necronomicon, a fabled occult 
spell book. The children in the book wear 
Satanic symbols on their shirts and spread 
anti-bullying and religious tolerance 
messages. A coloring page features a girl 
reading in a study filled with satanic art, 
books and symbols. A connect-the-dots 
sheet creates a pentagram. 

District counsel Woody Rodriguez 
said legal staff would review the materials, 
as it did for a previous atheist group that 
distributed some materials to Orange 
students. There is no set timeline for a 
decision. 

The school board has discussed 
changing its policy that allows the 
distribution of religious materials on tables 
inside high schools, but no action has 
been taken, and no changes are currently 
planned. 

A Bible distribution by a group 
called World Changers of Florida, most 
recently held in January, set off a series of 
lawsuits by an atheist group seeking to 
stop the practice. 

The Satanic Temple is a loosely-
organized national group that has formed 
an alliance with atheist groups to make a 
statement against the practice of allowing 
the Bible distributions. The same group 
has gotten much sought-after publicity by 
trying to get a statute of Satan installed at 
the Oklahoma Capitol. 
Source: Fox News 

 

 

 

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/education/school-zone/os-satanic-temple-coloring-book-20141030-post.html
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/education/os-satanic-temple-orange-schools-20140915-story.html
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/education/os-satanic-temple-orange-schools-20140915-story.html
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/education/os-satanic-temple-orange-schools-20140915-story.html
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YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN RICHARD AND CINDEE AT THE (NEW) OLD TOWN NEWHALL LIBRARY. 
Meet 50 authors, see the fantastic Library resources, hear panel discussions, teach your kids to love reading. 
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        SIGN OF THE TIMES                            YOUR TAX DOLLARS AT WORK   
  

The following are REAL signs.  
Your tax dollars at work! 

 

 
Apparently, the above sign refers to 

frequent fog in the area. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

From 1936 until 1964, US Highway 6 was the 
longest coast-to-coast highway across America.  
This is an actual sign in California. 
 

 
 

 

 

News from the planet Bizarro 
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        NATION OF ISLAM MATERIALS IN     PUBLIC SCHOOL 
  

Mrs. Bauer then reached out to the principal 
to find out how Nation of Islam material ended up in 
her son’s third grade classroom. She said the 
principal was cordial – and promised to investigate. 
She’s still waiting for answers. 

Superintendent EC Alexander sounded 
genuinely horrified when he heard the contents of the 
handout. 

“My goodness, that we would promote 
bigoted or racist points of view – merciful heavens,” 
he said. “I can assure you that is not the case.” 
 

The school’s version of events 
is somewhat different than 

Mrs. Bauer’s version. 
 

Superintendent Alexander maintains that the 
handout was never meant for public distribution. He 
said the child took the handout from the teacher’s 
work station without her permission. He said the 
teacher had been preparing for a presentation on 
Mount Rushmore and had discarded the 
controversial handout. 

“It was not an authorized handout,” 
Alexander said. 

Julie West is the president of Parents For 
Truth in Education, a Tennessee-based group that is 
opposed to Common Core. 

At this point there is no indication the Nation 
of Islam assignment was connected to Common 
Core. However, West said she is alarmed by 
whatever happened at Harold McCormick Elementary 
School. 

“The fact that students were cautioned 
against allowing their parents to see anything is 
deeply troubling,” West was quoted as saying. “The 
only reasonable explanation is they don’t want 
parents to know what it is their children are learning.” 

 
What if it was just an honest-to-goodness 

mistake? 
“Whatever the reason it came into the 

classroom, it’s not okay,” said West. “These are not 
advanced high school students. This is third grade. 
They should be learning the basics of our country.” 

So what’s the bottom line? 
“We had a teacher who apparently never looked at 
something, never read something, before it was 
distributed to a class of third graders,” West said. “In 
addition, she warned the students not to take it 
home.”  

Continued on Page 15 

 
The mother of an eight-year-old wants to know why a 

Tennessee school teacher gave her child a handout from 
the Nation of Islam that portrayed the presidents on 
Mount Rushmore as being racists. 

According to Sommer Bauer, her son was given 
The Nation of Islam handout at Harold McCormick 
Elementary School in Elizabethton. The handout asked 
“What does it take to be on Mount Rushmore?"  

The handout then explains that George 
Washington hailed from Virginia, a “prime breeder 
of black people.” Of Theodore Roosevelt, it alleged 
he called Africans “ape-like.” There were also 
disparaging remarks made of Thomas Jefferson (he 
enslaved 200 Africans) and Abraham Lincoln. 

Mrs. Bauer said her jaw dropped when she 
followed the link to a website that was listed on the 
handout. Imagine her surprise when up popped the 
Nation of Islam home page. The Nation of Islam 
believes there is no God but Allah. They also aren’t all 
that keen on white folks or Jewish folks.  

“It raised a number of red flags,” she said. “They 
are basically saying our Founding Fathers are racists.” 

Mrs. Bauer says she reached out to the teacher 
for an explanation – hoping it was an honest mistake. 

“At first, she did not recall which paper it was,” 
she said. “Later in the day, she found the paper and told 
me she didn’t like what it said – and said she must have 
printed it by mistake.” 

The teacher also told Mrs. Bauer that her son 
was not supposed to take the Nation of Islam handout 
home. It was supposed to stay in the classroom. That bit 
of news caused her great alarm. 

“I was caught off guard,” she said. 
“I reassured my son that he needed to feel safe 

enough to bring anything that the school gave him home 

to me. Ultimately, while his teachers do care 
for him, his mother and his father have his 
absolute number one best interests at 
heart.” He knows he needs to bring 
everything home to me, she said. 

News from the planet Bizarro 

http://www.ecschools.net/
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IT DOES SEEM A BIT ODD 
  

Mother Upset Over School 
Assignment About Islam 

A mother in Michigan took to Facebook to express 

her outrage over a 10th-grade school assignment that 
she felt promoted Islam. 

In an initial post, Jennette Hall complained 
about a Jenison High School assignment that asked 
students to make a pamphlet about Islam. The post 
said students were told the pamphlet would be used 
to "introduce Islam to 3rd graders." 

Several days later, Hall clarified in another 
post that her daughter’s assignment asked her to 
create a pamphlet about Islam geared towards third-
graders, but that students were not actually expected 
to hand the materials out to younger children. 

“This assignment upset me because they are 
presenting Allah as the same God of the Christians 
and Jews. This paper, in my opinion, is promoting 
Islam by describing Allahs names as 'beautiful'. To 
me this is not simply factual like it should be,” Hall 
wrote about the assignment.  

News from the planet Bizarro 
Continued from Page 14 

 
It does seem a bit odd. 
Mrs. Bauer has been interviewed at least a 

half dozen times. Her story has remained consistent. 
The teacher gave Mrs. Bauer two explanations for 
what happened in the classroom. The superintendent 
gave a third. 

It is hard to believe an 8-year-old 
boy would steal a handout from a 
teacher’s desk, bring it home and then 
concoct an elaborate tale to cover up his 
actions. But, even if the little boy did take that 

handout, there’s no disputing the fact that it was on 
the teacher’s desk. 

The good people of Elizabethton deserve to 
know how and why a handout from the Nation of Islam 
ended up on public school property.      [][][] 

 
Source: Todd Starnes 

The school's principal, Brandon Graham, responded 
in his own FACEBOOK post, saying he wanted to 
correct "inaccurate information" about the 
assignment. 
“While our high schoolers do study religions, the content 
is NOT presented to elementary students or used to 
proselytize in any way.”  Graham wrote. “Furthermore, 
we *do indeed* teach Christianity along with other world 
religions.” 

Graham further explained the assignment in an 
interview with a local FoxNews affiliate.  “The 
assignment was to cover the five major world religions: 
The religions included Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, and Islam,” Graham said. “In our social 
studies classes, we certainly study all those religions to 
learn how a people, group and culture function. It helps 
us understand culture.” 

But on FACEBOOK, Hall noted that she still 
takes issue with the assignment, even though she has 
no problem with students studying the five major world 
religions. 

“I was SHOCKED when my daughter showed 
me the pamphlet that she was required to make 
promoting Islam in a way 3rd graders could 
comprehend,” wrote Hall in her latest post. “As a mother 
who teaches her children that the One True Creator God 
is the GOD of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, it made me 
sick to my stomach to see my daughter promoting 
another god (Allah) as the One True Creator on a 
pamphlet!” 
Hall wrote on Facebook that she plans to meet with the 
school's principal about the issue.   [][][] 
Source: Huffington Post 10/7/14 

 
 
 

SAN JACINTO, Calif. –  A Southern California school 

district will apologize to an 11-year-old atheist who 
says his teacher asked him why he didn't stand during 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ivan Cobarrubias says he kept his seat during 
the morning pledge at Monte Vista Middle School in San 
Jacinto earlier this month because the words "under 
God" in it violate his beliefs. 

The Riverside Press-Enterprise says the boy 
told his mother that his teacher questioned him about his 
actions.  

Mark Thompson, whose law firm represents the 
school district, said Friday that the district will apologize 
to the boy next week. 
 Also, a banner that read "Prayer Changes 
Things" has been removed from the teacher's 
classroom. 

San Jacinto is a city of 45,000 located 85 miles 
east of Los Angeles     [][][] 
Source: Fox News 10/25/14 

https://www.facebook.com/jennettejohnson/posts/10204875770077898
https://www.facebook.com/jennettejohnson/posts/10204875770077898
https://www.facebook.com/brandon.graham.336/posts/828373660518549?fref=nf
http://fox17online.com/2014/10/05/jenison-school-officials-say-religion-project-on-islam-was-not-aimed-at-third-graders/
https://www.facebook.com/jennettejohnson/posts/10204887803258720
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IRRATIONAL ANIMOSITY AGAINST CHRISTIANITY 
  

Class of 2007 

Liberals increasingly want to enforce a comprehensive, 
uniformly secular vision of the human good. And they 
see alternative visions of the good as increasingly 
intolerable. 
By Damon Linker 

Liberalism seems to have an irrational animus 

against Christianity. Consider these two stories 
highlighted by conservative Christian blogger Rod 
Dreher. 
 
Item 1: In a widely discussed essay in Slate, author 

Brian Palmer writes about the prevalence of 
missionary doctors and nurses in Africa and 
their crucial role in treating those suffering 
from Ebola. Palmer tries to be fair-minded, but he 

nonetheless expresses "ambivalence," "suspicion," and 
"visceral discomfort" about the fact that these men and 
women are motivated to make "long-term commitments 
to address the health problems of poor Africans," to 
"risk their lives," and to accept poor compensation (and 
sometimes none at all) because of their Christian faith. 

The question is why he considers 
this a problem.  

Palmer mentions a lack of data and an 
absence of regulatory oversight. But he's honest 
enough to admit that these aren't the real reasons for 
his concern.  

The real reason is that he doesn't 
believe that missionaries are capable "of 
separating their religious work from their 
medical work," even when they vow not to 
proselytize their patients. And that, in his 
view, is unacceptable — apparently because he's 

an atheist and religion creeps him out. As he puts it, 
rather wanly, "It's great that these people are doing 
God's work, but do they have to talk about Him so 
much?" 

That overriding distaste for religion leads 
Palmer to propose a radical corollary to the classical 
liberal ideal of a separation between church and state 
— one that goes far beyond politics, narrowly 

construed. Palmer thinks it's necessary to uphold 
a separation of "religion and health care." 

 
Item 2: Gordon College, a small Christian school north 
of Boston, is facing the possibility of having its 
accreditation revoked by the higher education 
commission of the New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges, according to an article in the Boston 
Business Journal. Since accreditation determines a 
school's eligibility to participate in federal and state 
financial aid programs, and the eligibility of its students 
to be accepted into graduate programs and to meet 

requirements for professional licensure, revoking a 
school's accreditation is a big deal — and can even be a 
death sentence. 

What has Gordon College done to 
jeopardize its accreditation? It has chosen 
to enforce a "life and conduct statement" 
that forbids "homosexual practice" on 
campus. 

Now, one could imagine a situation in which 
such a statement might legitimately run afoul of an 
accreditation board or even anti-discrimination statutes 
and regulations — if, for example, it stated that being 
gay is a sign of innate depravity and that students who 
feel same-sex attraction should be subject to 
punishment for having such desires. 

But that isn't the case here; at all. In 
accordance with traditional Christian teaching, 
Gordon College bans all sexual relationships 
outside of marriage, gay or straight, and it goes 
out of its way to say that its structures against 
homosexual acts apply only to behavior and 
not to same-sex desires or orientation. 

The accreditation board is not so much 
objecting to the college's treatment of gays as it is 

rejecting the legitimacy of its devoutly 
Christian sexual beliefs. 

The anti-missionary article and the story of 
Gordon College's troubles are both examples 

(among many others) of contemporary 
liberalism's irrational animus against 
religion in general and traditional forms of 
Christianity in particular. 

My use of the term "irrational animus" isn't 
arbitrary. The Supreme Court has made "irrational 
animus" a cornerstone of its jurisprudence on gay rights.  

A law cannot stand if it can be shown to be 
motivated by rationally unjustifiable hostility to 
homosexuals, and on several occasions the court has 
declared that traditional religious objections to 
homosexuality are reducible to just such a motive. 

But the urge to eliminate Christianity's 
influence on and legacy within our world can 
be its own form of irrational animus. The problem 

is not just the cavalier dismissal of people's long-
established beliefs and the ways of life and traditions 
based on them. The problem is also the dogmatic denial 
of the beauty and wisdom contained within those beliefs, 
ways of life, and traditions. (You know, the kind of thing 
that leads a doctor to risk his life and forego a 
comfortable stateside livelihood in favor of treating 
deadly illness in dangerous, impoverished African cities 
and villages, all out of a love for Jesus Christ.) 

 
Continued on Page 20 

http://theweek.com/author/damon-linker
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/dreher/oh-yuck-christian-doctors/
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/dreher/gay-rights-vs-religious-liberty-again/
http://douthat.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/10/03/pagans-and-christians/?_php=true&_type=blogs&module=BlogPost-Title&version=Blog%20Main&contentCollection=Opinion&action=Click&pgtype=Blogs&region=Body&_r=0
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/medical_examiner/2014/10/missionary_doctors_treating_ebola_in_africa_why_people_are_suspicious_of.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/boston/news/2014/09/25/accreditation-board-gives-gordon-college-a-year-to.html?ana=twt&page=all&r=full
http://www.gordon.edu/download/galleries/HomosexualityPolicy.pdf
http://theweek.com/article/index/264546/how-liberalism-became-an-intolerant-dogma
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TEACHING TUESDAYS 
  

 See Dates below. 
Time: 11:00a – 12:30a 
 
Cost for each Unit is $7 per 
child regardless of age. 
 
 
 
Location:  - SCV 
At the home of Haley 
Onder, in Valencia 
near Valencia 
Meadows Park 
 
 
Open to 
Pre-K – 6th grade 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Create a Newspaper 
Jan 13, 20, 27 
 

 
 

California History 

Feb 3, 10*, 17, 24      
 

 
Living Wax Museum Oral 
Reports 

Mar 3, 10, 17, 24*      
 

 
 

 
Ancient Civilizations 

Apr 7, 14, 21, 28 
 
* K-6 Holiday Parties: 
Valentine's Day and 
Easter  
 

APS is thrilled to again offer a 

Great resource for families with 
students in grades Pre-K – 6. 

TEACHING TUESDAYS 

Open to APS students in grades K – 6 
and Pre-K siblings. 
 

Taught by Cindee Grant, Deanna 
Meadows, MelissaTores, and YOU. 
 

Registration by coupon is required. Space 
is limited. 
Teaching Tuesdays meets regularly on 
Tuesdays in the Santa Clarita Valley.  
It provides a FUN and structured 1.5-hour 
learning time for students and their 
parents.   
 

Unit topics will be presented over a three 
or four-session timeframe. 
Cost = $7 per child for each unit  
This year the unit topics are: 

1. Create a Newspaper 
2. California History 
3. Living Wax Museum Prep  
4. Ancient Civilizations 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Create a Newspaper 
Students will create a newspaper about themselves 
using photos, descriptions and reporting”.  Coupon 
must be received by 01/06/15 
 

California History 
Welcome to the state of California. Explore famous 
Californians, state history, etc. Coupon must be 
received by 01/27/15 
 

Living Wax Museum Prep Oral 
Reports 
Students prepare oral reports delivered in a fun, 
dress-up, ‘first-person’ presentation. Coupon must 
be received by 02/24/15 
Note: The Living Wax Museum presentation will 
take place Thursday 03/26/16.  Additional 
coupon is required. 
 

Ancient Civilizations 
A brief introduction to ancient civilizations and 

cultures. Coupon must be received by 03/24/15 

TEACHING TUESDAYS 
Use a separate coupon for each Unit. 

Mark the Unit you plan to attend. 
Make a separate check & SASE for 

each unit. 
 

Make a separate coupon and check for each 
unit. 

If you are attending all four units 
please send 4 coupons and 4 checks 

 

K-6 PE Co-Op PE is held AFTER T.T.  
Registration for PE is by separate coupon 
 
 

Attending Parent/s Name_____________  
 

Email__________@__________.______ 
 

Total Pre-K - 6  to Attend___ x $7 = ______ 
 

Phone #____________________ Amt Paid $____ 
Make checks payable to APS 

 

Child Name_________________ Grade/Age ____ 
 

Child Name_________________ Grade/Age ____ 
 

Child Name_________________ Grade/Age ____ 
 

Child Name_________________ Grade/Age ____ 
 

My child(ren) will be in the care of a temporary  

guardian. (Write name on back of coupon.) 

 

This coupon is for (check one): 

Create a Newspaper 
 coupon received by 01/06/15 

 
 California History   

coupon received by 01/27/15 

 
 Living Wax Museum Prep Oral Rpts  

coupon received by 02/24/15 
 

               

 Ancient Civilizations  
coupon received by 03/24/15 

 

 
 
 

Mail all coupons and payments to: 
APS  

PO Box 802274 
Santa Clarita, CA 91380 
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 APS Senior Formal ~ Fantasea Yacht Club 

Date:    Thursday, April 23, 2015 
 
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.  
Dinner and dancing on the yacht. 
Photos at Fernandez Home approx 2:30 pm  
 

Where: Fantasea Yachts & Yacht Club 
4215 Admiralty Way, Marina Del Rey 

 
Who: APS Seniors (Class of 2015) & guests (10th grade or above) 

 APS Juniors (Class of 2016) & guests (10th grade or above) 

 APS Alumni and guests. 
 All APS Parents may attend. 

Seniors and Juniors must be accompanied by at least one parent or comply with the APS 
Parental Consent Policy**. 
  

** The standard APS Parental Consent Policy is in effect. Students whose parent(s) 
do not attend the Sr. Formal must arrange with an attending APS Parent willing to 
be their temporary guardian and sign the APS Parental Consent form. 
Temporary guardians will provide transportation. 
 
**  Non-APS guests must sign the APS Standards of Behavior and Dress. 
    The APS Standards of Behavior and Dress applies to Alumni 

4/23/15 Thur 
Time: 
6:00 pm 
Cost: 

$120 
until Nov 1  
$130 
Nov 2 – Dec 31 
$140 
after Dec 31 
 
Location: 

Fantasea 
Yachts & 
Yacht Club 
Marina Del 
Rey, CA 

See page 5 
& page 6 for 
Swing 
Dance 
Class 
details and 
coupon. 

COUPON --------COUPON --------APS Senior Formal - Due NOW --------COUPON--------COUPON 
 
Junior Name ______________________________ Phone______________________________________ 
 
APS Guest________________________________ Grade/Age & Phone___________________________ 
 
APS Alumni_______________________________ Phone______________________________________ 
 
Attending Parents (Dad)______________________ (Mom)______________ _______________________ 
 
Non-APS Guest____________________________ Grade/Age/Phone_____________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________ City/Zip_____________________________________ 
 

FOR MULTIPLE GUESTS:  LIST GUESTS’ NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE ON BACK OF COUPON 
 

My child will be in the care of a temporary guardian 

Guardian’s Name:__________________________  Phone __________________ 

I will provide a signed APS Parental Consent form no later than my last payment. 
 

I am bringing a non-APS guest 

I will provide an APS Standards of Behavior and Dress signed by my guest no later 
than my last payment. 

 

Total Payment:  $140 x_____ number of people listed above =_____ (Amount enclosed) 
 

Make checks payable to APS.  Please send coupon, payment and SASE to: 
Cindy Freeman 7856 Moorcroft Ave Canoga Park, CA 91304    Cindyfree4@sbcglobal.net 

 

mailto:Cindyfree4@sbcglobal.net
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What are these people doing at the Jr./ Sr. High Christmas Banquet? Sure looks like FUN! 

BIG thanks to APS-Moms Marie Caulkins and her team of helpers who did all the behind-the-scenes work. 
This is why we always say: “APS HAS THE BEST PEOPLE IN TOWN”                [][][] 

 

 

 

 

 
January Workshops held at: Grace Baptist (01/24; 11am) and the Fernandez home (01/26; 7pm) 19412 Mayall St.  Northridge 
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HATE OF CHRISTIANITY  CENTER ON POVERITY! 
  

Continued from Page 16 
 

Contemporary liberals increasingly 
think and talk like a class of self-satisfied 
commissars enforcing a comprehensive, 
uniformly secular vision of the human good. 
The idea that someone, somewhere might devote her 
life to an alternative vision of the good — one that 
clashes in some respects with liberalism's moral creed 
— is increasingly intolerable. 

That is a betrayal of what's best in the 
liberal tradition. 

Liberals should be pleased and express 
gratitude when people do good deeds, whether or not 
those deeds are motivated by faith. They should also 
be content to give voluntary associations (like religious 
colleges) wide latitude to orient themselves to visions 
of the human good rooted in traditions and experiences 
that transcend liberal modernity — provided they don't 
clash in a fundamental way with liberal ideals and 
institutions. 

In the end, what we're seeing is an effort to 
greatly expand the list of beliefs, traditions, and ways of 
life that fundamentally clash with liberalism. That is an 
effort that no genuine liberal should want to succeed. 

What happened to a liberalism of skepticism, 
modesty, humility, and openness to conflicting notions 
of the highest good? What happened to a liberalism 
of pluralism that recognizes that when people are 
allowed to search for truth in freedom, they are liable to 
seek and find it in a multitude of values, beliefs, and 
traditions? What happened to a liberalism that sees 
this diversity as one of the finest flowers of a free 
society rather than a threat to the liberal democratic 
order? 

I don't have answers to these questions — and 
frankly, not a lot hinges on figuring out how we got 
here. What matters is that we acknowledge that 
something in the liberal mind has changed, and that we 
act to recover what has been lost.  
  
Source:  Damon Linker 
 Damon Linker is a senior correspondent 
at TheWeek.com. He is also a consulting editor at the 
University of Pennsylvania Press, a contributing editor 
at The New Republic, and the author of 
 The Theocons and The Religious Test. 

 

 
NOT BAD WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT 

University of North Carolina (UNC) law professor’s 

holdings include $1.5M in real estate, and meanwhile 
he chastises Republicans for their ‘unforgivable 
war on poor people’ 

A controversial, outspoken law professor who 
frequently bashes Republicans and specializes in 
poverty issues as a self-proclaimed champion of the 
poor earns $205,400 per year – for teaching 
one class per semester. 

The University of North Carolina School of Law 
pays Professor Gene Nichol $205,400 annually for his 
one class per semester workload. On top of his 
teaching salary, he receives a $7,500 stipend as 
director of the law school’s Center on Poverty, Work 
and Opportunity. 

The News & Observer maintains a public 
database of public employee and educator salaries, 
and lists Nichol’s salary at $212,900. Nichol, in an 
email to The College Fix, confirmed the figure is 
accurate. 

Nichol is slated to teach federal jurisdiction this 
fall and constitutional law in spring 2015. He told The 
College Fix there is nothing unusual about his 
compensation. 

“I’m a full time faculty member – doing all the 
varied things faculty members do,” he stated. “That’s 
the basis for the salary you quote. Beyond that, I’m 
paid $7,500 to run the poverty center – the same as all 
the other law school center directors.” 

When asked about his compensation 
compared to other law professors, Nichol said: 
“Several make a good deal more than I do at Carolina, 
some make less.” 

The News & Observer lists the UNC 
Distinguished Professor of Law Thomas Lee Hazen’s 
salary at $222,000. However, he is slated to teach four 
classes this fall, and two in the spring. UNC 
Distinguished  

Professor of Law Sarah Elizabeth Gibson 
earns $200,000 annually, and has a similar workload to 
Nichol at one class per semester. 

Assistant and associate professors at the UNC 
School of Law tend to earn about $130,000 annually, 
according to the News & Observer database. Their 
work load ranges from one class per semester up to 
four.  

Continued on Page 21 
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DIRECTOR   OF CENTER   ON   POVERTY WORTH   MILLION$ 
  

  

 

 

  

 

 

Continued from Page 20 
As for Nichol, in the past he served as 

president of the College of William and Mary from 2005 
to 2008, that is, until his contract was not 
renewed following a string of controversies. 

Among them, he allowed a sex workers’ art 
show on campus and removed a cross from 
permanent display in the chapel of the historic 
Christopher Wren building, citing the facility’s use for 
secular events. 

Prior to that, Nichol was the dean of UNC’s law 
school from 1999 to 2005. 

Today at UNC, Nichol runs the UNC Center on 
Poverty, Work and Opportunity, which was founded by 
the now-disgraced Democrat John Edwards. The 
center is a self-proclaimed non-partisan, 
interdisciplinary institute that aims to study and 
mitigate poverty in North Carolina and the nation. 
In his leadership role there, Nichol is known to use 
inflammatory political rhetoric. 

For example, on the center’s website 
he writes that “the scourge of debilitating poverty is the 
largest problem faced by the people of North Carolina 
– even if our political leaders ignore it, or declare, with 
a breathtaking stupidity, that it doesn’t exist.” North 
Carolina has a Republican-controlled majority of 
lawmakers. 

Yet while Nichol champions the poor – even 
chastising Republicans in a March News & 
Observer op-ed for its “unforgivable war on poor 
people” – it’s unclear how well he can relate to those 
living in poverty. 

His wife, chief of staff for the UNC Health Care 
System and the UNC School of Medicine, earns 
$407,000 annually. Combining his and his wife’s 

salary, the couple makes at least $612,000 per 

year. 
The Nichol family lives in a Chapel Hill home 

with a tax value of more than $1 million. They also 

own a bungalow on the beach at Emerald 
Isle, valued by Carteret County at more than 
$512,000. In the summer months, Nichol rents his four-
bedroom bungalow for nearly $2,000 per week. 

When asked by The College Fix about the 
large inequality between his income and the income of 
those in poverty, Nichol refused to respond. 

The issue of the UNC poverty center’s funding 
has also been the source of contention in the past 
because of its ties to Edwards, so much so that 
campus officials dedicated a webpage to detailing its 
financing. 

It reads in part: “*Nichol earns $7,500 as a 
stipend for serving as the Center director. This is in 
addition to his salary as the Boyd Tinsley Distinguished 
Professor of Law at UNC School of Law.” 

 

Nichol may have earned special attention 
regarding his salary and role there after he became 
well-known in North Carolina as a radical, left-leaning 
writer. 

Even the News & Observer describes him as a 
“well-known liberal,” and he publishes regularly in The 
Progressive Populist and has written for The Nation, 
the Washington Post and the Chronicle of Higher 
Education. 

His work has been so polarizing in the past that 
when Nichol publishes op-eds, UNC has asked him to 
give the administration a couple days’ heads up 
because he has angered so many people. UNC also 
asks that his columns include the phrase: “He doesn’t 
speak for UNC.” 

This unusual request came as the result of a 
column Nichol wrote last October, in which he offered 
a scathing review of North Carolina’s Republican 
Governor Pat McCrory in the News & Observer. In the 
piece, Nichol referred to McCrory as “hapless Pat” and 
wrote that McCrory was “a 21st century successor to 
Maddox, Wallace and Faubus,” referring to three 
1960s-era segregationist governors. 

When Nichol writes about topics other than 
poverty, UNC asks he leave his title at the university out 
completely. 

Nichol’s writings have caught the ire of many, 
including the North-Carolina based John William Pope 
Center for Higher Education Policy, which states that 
“Nichol is a radical partisan who has desperately 
ratcheted up his rhetoric after seeing his preferred party 
lose control in North Carolina for the first time in more 
than a hundred years.” 

“Perhaps more disturbing is Nichol’s abuse of 
his stature at UNC-Chapel Hill to propagate his 
invective.”       [][][] 
 
 
Source:Lauren Cooley - Furman University  
College Fix Contributor Lauren Cooley is a recent 
graduate of Furman University.  

 

A man with a 
briefcase can steal 
more money than 
any man with a gun. 
 

- Don Henley 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year From The Grants 

 

 

 

Advantage Preparatory Schools, Inc 
PO Box 802274 
Santa Clarita, CA 91380 

    

 

“I am the Light of the world; 
he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, 

but will have the Light of life.”       John 8:12 
 

 

 


